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Abstract

Hijab is a special word to protect women from stranger men. Women's clothing
existed in the pre-Islamic and post-Islamic periods. In fact, women covered their
hair, and with the advent of Islam and the order to cover women, as well as the
emphasis on protecting their necks and breasts, changes were made in women's
clothing. Changes in hijab and women's clothing can be seen in the magnificent
works of Islamic Iran, such as Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. Muslim painters have
approached the issue of women's clothing in depicting the faces and bodies of men
and women with different approaches. In the paintings of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh in
the Islamic period, despite the archaism of her stories, the subject of women's
clothing has been raised. The painters of the illustrated Shahnamehs of the Safavid
period did not deal with the subject of women's clothing in the same way. The
purpose of the present study was to compare the women's clothing in the painting
of the meeting between Zal and Rudabeh in the Shahnamehs of the Safavid period
and in which painting, women's clothing is more observed. The type of basic article
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is descriptive-analytical and the necessary information from library sources and
observation of works with the aim of achieving the level of observance of religious
orders among Safavid era painters and understanding the religious commitment of
the painter to illustration, has made its research necessary. Four paintings from the
Safavid period were selected with the common theme of "meeting Zal and Rudabeh™
and were compared in three options according to jurisprudential and historical
studies in the field of hijab. Options included "How do a stranger man and woman
look at each other, head-cover and clothing of the women in the painting. The
comparison, description and analysis of the paintings were presented in tabular
form. The findings showed that the painter used Persian interpretations and the
culture and beliefs of the time (according to the writings of Safavid tourists) to draw
the hijab and cover of women. In the painting of Shah Abbas Il era, a long veil
covered women's breasts and neck and placed Rudabeh behind the pillar to show
him less, which is an attempt by the painter to observe the religious hijab and to
show the covering recommended by the commentators of his time. Considering the
content of Safavid interpretations that a man can see the hands and wrists of the
women, the painter of the Shah Abbas Il era used this command well in drawing
women and by drawing loose clothes with long sleeves, an attempt was made to
preserve women's clothing. It was also found that due to the more appropriate
covering of the head, neck, body and hands of women and the type of visual
connection created between Zal and Rudabeh, the painting of the Shah Abbas II
period has observed the highest amount of hijab compared to the other three
paintings.
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