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Abstract

The use of lineage and its emphasis on the clash of the views of the two
Iranian and Arab societies in the first two centuries AH caused the emer-
gence of challenges in the Islamic world and the emergence of problems
in Islamic unity. This led to the production of ethnic hatred in some ar-
eas of the caliphate and in some areas to two separate mental ideas. The
question of this research is based on the question that what effect did the
use of lineage have on creating a crisis in the desired unity of the Islamic
society? In this descriptive-analytical method of research, the importance
and influence of genealogy in the thinking of Arabs, ancient Iranians and
the impact of these thoughts on the early governments of Islamic Iran,
which somehow followed both ideas, is discussed. The result of this study
showed that one of the most important factors of dispersion and division
in the Islamic world was the attention and application of lineage in the
political and social structure of the fledgling Islamic society in the first
two centuries AH. If the Umayyad caliphate tried with all its might to sup-
press and control various crises, but their tribal performance prevented the
stabilization of the situation on the eve of the division and disintegration
of the relatively large territory of their caliphate. Numerous military up-
risings were severely suppressed during this period, but the ideological
foundations of secession continued to grow at every stage. The rejection
of the superiority of the Arabs by the Iranians and the non-Arabs and the
insistence of the Arabs on racial prejudices, gradually promoted a spirit of
pride to ancient and past ancestors. The settlement-seeking people, Tasvi-
yya Khah, Shu’ubiyya, and the anti-Umayyad currents each engaged in a
kind of theoretical confrontation with the Umayyad prejudice, which was
also considered a precondition for a practical defiance of the Umayyad
caliphate. Genealogy, or lineage, was considered the legitimizing factor of
the government, and if there was a disturbance in it, the obedience of the
people in the whole territory of the Islamic world would be in crisis. The
pride and bigotry of the Arabs in boasting about their lineage, which they
considered to be the highest lineage in the world, caused some settlement-
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seeking Muslims, to protest and because of this bigotry and stubbornness
led to racial oppression in the Umayyad period, Shu’ubiyya mocked the
Arab lineage and boasted of the ancient Iranian ancestors. And they did
their best to show the adverse attitudes of the Arab race. The result emerged
two important trends that were based on past lineages. Arabs who boasted
of their racial superiority and ignorant epics and days of conquest in order
to dominate non-Arabs, and so on; Non-Arabs or Arabs who, outside of
this thinking, cared about a settlement point of view, increased their activi-
ties after observing the racial prejudices of the Umayyads and denied any
superiority of the Arab race. This ideological schism, which was the result
of distancing oneself from religious and Islamic teachings, gradually grew
into a number of branches, ranging from a simple settlement to radical
anti-Arab views. In the first two centuries AH, in the custom of society, the
purity of blood and lineage took on a high value. Of course, the influence
of the prevalence of Umayyad tribal prejudices in the entire structure of
government and society, as well as the Shu’ubiyya intellectual movement,
cannot be ignored in highlighting these ideas. At first, it was assumed that
the Arabs had no doubt about their superior race, which in their view was
full of honor, freedom and greatness, and boasted that in their ignorant
period’s epics they had traits such as eloquence, poetry, love, heroism and
chivalry, as well as this quality that they had many struggles in the spread
of Islam. Thus, they considered themselves more valuable than other Mus-
lims and as God’s chosen ones to guide other people. They saw themselves
as divine agents and insisted on enduring much suffering and martyrdom
in the spread of Islam, and from this perspective they considered them-
selves worthy of superiority, assuming it was their right to rule over others.
On the other hand, exactly the opposite of this view was the discourse of
“Settlement People” or Ahl al-Taswiyah, who took this kind of pride of the
Arabs opposite to the original beliefs of Islam, based on the Book of God.
This view had many supporters, the most important of whom, Shu’ubiyya,
were after proving the superiority of the Persian race over the Arabs, mak-
ing great efforts to glorify the kings of pre-Islamic Iran and narrating many
accounts of justice and greatness of these kings. This cultural movement
ended up rising poets and writers to power with an extreme sense of na-
tionalism. Books they wrote began with “Kiomars” and ended with the
time of its author. The poems written during this period highlighted the
sense of patriotism and prejudice towards the ancient race in the minds of
the people. The function of these two relatively contradictory discourses in
the fate of the Islamic world caused division and distance from the unity
that was the cause of power among Muslims.

Keywords: Lineage, ignorance, Arabs, Iranians, Islamic unity, Kharijites,
Mawlawi, Shu’ubiyya.
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