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Abstract

Wagf is a long-standing traditional endowment in Iran that dates back to
pre-Islamic times. In the Islamic period, this issue also expanded due to
the emphasis of Islamic rules. Wagf in all periods has caused the
flourishing of the cultural cycle and with the help of endowments,
hundreds of mosques, schools, libraries, etc. have been established. In
the meantime, women in many cases followed in the footsteps of men. It
seems that in the post-constitutional period and the first Pahlavi
government, due to the developments and Iran's relationship with the
Western world, there have been changes in the type of endowment.
These changes are more tangible in Tehran due to being the capital at
this time. One of the transformational areas of endowment is medical
affairs, which has received more attention in this period, and women's
endowments in this field are also significant. The present article intends
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to study and analyze the importance and role of women in creating
medical endowments in Tehran during the Reza Shah period by relying
on archival documents and endowment letters. The research method is
based on descriptive method and analysis of data as well as existing
documents. Based on this research, it was found that in the first Pahlavi
period, under the influence of developments caused by the constitutional
movement and Iran's relationship with the Western world, we also
witnessed changes in endowments that impacted later periods. One of
the developments of waqf is paying more attention to medical
endowments, which for various reasons, including the prevalence of
infectious diseases, lack of facilities and medical centers, etc.,
encouraged people to create and develop, in any form or style such
medical centers. During this period, women in many social areas,
directly or indirectly, were present alongside men on the scene, and many
actions have been taken by them regarding endowments, and in
particular medical endowments. Due to the fact that the intellectual
atmosphere of the society was slowly moving towards changes at this
time, women also kept pace with this intellectual atmosphere and
changes, and in this period, among the medical endowments recorded,
these perpetrators could be tracked. Endowment letters left by women
activists of this era reveal the level of women's participation in Wagf and
this shows their economic independence and of course their interest in
public welfare and medical affairs in the mentioned period which is a
step towards the then intellectual process of the society. Although the
Book of Waqgf and Medical Affairs lists women activists in medical
Wagf in Tehran, it is important to note that many women endowers have
not yet been identified; therefore, in this period, it will be very significant
for women to keep pace with these developments, which are evidence of
such endowments based on the existing endowment letters.
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