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Abstract:

In 1317 AH, extensive measures in various fields of culture, politics and society
were taken by the government of Reza Shah Pahlavi. The establishment of the
Thought Development Organization is one of the cultural activities of this period.
The special mission of the Organization was to propagate the political ideals of the
Pahlavi regime, enthusiasm towards Reza Shah and the full support of the masses
to the government. Previously at a lower level, the organization “Enlightenment
of Public Opinion” was set up in Education Ministry in 1310 AH and pursued the
same goals at the school level and among young people. Now it was to spread
to other social classes on a larger scale. In this study, while examining some of
the conflicts between the first Pahlavi government reforms and the usual way of
life of Iranians these days, the ideas for overcoming these conflicts have been
considered by the Thought Development Organization and the reasons for the
failure of the Thought Development Organization to achieve its goals is taken into
account. In fact, the research is concerned with how to deepen the wide-ranging
changes in government in the cultural and social lower layers of Iranian society
at the time. Thus, the main research question will be: What was the purpose of
forming the Thought Development Organization? And the other is: was the think
tank successful in carrying out its mission? The research method is descriptive-

analytical and using library resources and historical records. The results of the

- research showed that the Organization for the Development of Thought was a

complement to the structural reforms of Reza Shah’s system of government, in

line with classic and modernist strategies. The purpose of forming them was to
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involve the general public with sweeping changes that in many cases seemed
destructive to the lifestyle and religious beliefs of the people. The study process
of the present study in the last years of Reza Shah’s reign shows the fact that the
goals of the Thought Development Organization were not achieved for various
reasons. Among these reasons, the following can be mentioned: A- Reza Shah’s
unkindness towards the main designer of the Thought Development Organization.
It is noteworthy that Ahmad Matin Daftari, after turning to Reza Khan in foreign
policy, was removed from the post of Prime Minister and imprisoned to satisfy the
Allies. (The fate that had previously befallen most of Reza Shah’s first generation
of intellectual and modern advisers). B. The weakening of Reza Shah in the
international arena (despite his declaration of neutrality in World War II), which
had many domestic influences, especially in public opinion. C- The exaggeration
of the propaganda of the Thought Development Organization in praise of Reza
Shah, which caused the opposition of the majority of the religious community as
well as another group of educated intellectuals of that day in Iran. D. The policy
of Western-style modernity, on the one hand, and classic trends and devotion to
Shah, on the other, contradicted the deep Islamic and Shiite beliefs of the majority
of the people. E. The circumstances of World War II, Iran’s strategic position,
and the Allies’ distrust of Reza Shah’s foreign policy led to numerous threats and,

ultimately, the occupation of Iran.

Keywords: Thought Development Organization, Cultural change from above,

Cultural change from below, Intellectuals, Sovereignty.
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