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Abstract:

Choosing a name for children is one of the most important cultural symbols in any
society, which indicates the common cultural structures and patterns of that society.
The arrival of Islam in Iran left countless cultural influences and developments
and changed the daily and cultural life of Iranians. Before Islam, Iranian names
were common in Iranian culture among various masses of people, but after the
Islamization of Iran, people gradually passed on Islamic and Arabic names to their
newborn children. This process of Islamic naming continued until at least the end
of the third century in Iran. However, in the fourth century, a small number of
local Iranian rulers abandoned the Islamic names and used the pre-Islamic Iranian
names for their children. This development, which is mostly observed among the
Iranian rulers of local dynasties, can be considered as a symbol of the cultural
turn that occurred during the fourth and fifth centuries, which is reflected in the
change in the naming process. Therefore, research on the turning away of Iranian
rulers from Islamic names during the third to fifth centuries AH, can help us
to understand this period of Iranian history, which in turn has had a significant
impact on the later period. The present study in the 4th and 5th centuries seeks to
show the main reasons for the prevalence of these names by using the method of
quantitative analysis and examining the statistical population including the most
frequent Iranian names.

In this study, it was found that during the third to fifth centuries AH, with the
weakening of the Abbasid caliphate and the loss of central power in Baghdad, the
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emergence of independent and semi-independent local dynasties in Iran followed.
The first independent Iranian dynasties after Islam, which included the Taherians,
Saffarians, and Samanids, did not use Islamic names in the naming of their children,
and were more concerned with lineage in order to bring their lineage to one of the
Sassanid kings, thus gaining legitimacy and to revive Iranian culture and identity.
Among the dynasties that have used Iranian names, such as AlZiar and Albuyeh,
one can see traces of opposition to the Abbasid regime, but it seems that the main
reason for changing the names of these families is the revival of Sassanid Iran and
gaining legitimacy through descent. Among small and local governments such as
Bavandians, Paduspanians, Jastanians and Salarians, the main reason for naming
children in Iranian and indigenous names was to pay attention to traditions and
customs and act in accordance with their native culture and identity; Finally, the
reason for the use of Iranian names in the Turkic dynasties and among the Al
Qavards was more to gain legitimacy by attaching themselves to the historical
past of the people who ruled them, and most of these names are in government
families. Relatively no examples of ordinary people being recorded were found in
historical sources. In a book like the history of Neishabour, most of the names of
famous people and urban scholars such as Neishabour in the fourth century AH are
Arabic. This can be an important sign of the governmental nature of the names to

the Iranian names between the dynasties during the 3rd to 5th centuries AH.
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