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Abstract

What appears in this article is a report as a historical document from one of the
leading Sunni scholars, Sweeki (Qazi Kowsar) from Iranian Kurdistan during the
Qajar period; which was sent to Mirza Hassan Ashtiani, a Shiite Mojtahid in Iran.
In this letter, which the author thinks is important both in terms of history and
content, we can testify to the first attempts by the sympathetic and compassionate
scholars of the Islamic Ummabh to bring the two main religions of Islam, Sunni and
Shiite, closer in the fight against the phenomenon of foreign domination over the
Islamic World. The fierce rivalry between Russia and Britain over gaining more
privileges and plundering the capital of the deprived people of Iran increased
sharply in the late Nasserite period, and the context of these relations shows that
whenever one of the two rival countries succeeded in gaining concessions in Iran,
the other side tried to score new privileges. The ban on tobacco was an example of
a negative struggle against this type of aggression, and there are numerous examples
of the correct recognition and interpretation of this type of relationship among
historical documents, including the letter read in this article. The results of the
research showed that the people of Iran, old and young, men and women, Shiites
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and Sunnis, all unquestioningly obeyed the historical fatwa of Mirza Shirazi and set
fire to whatever tobacco they had and banned the use of tobacco. They used tobacco
as a great weapon against foreign domination of their country. Eventually, Nasser
al-Din al-Shah was forced to relinquish the concession. This letter acknowledges
the unity and empathy between the Shiite and Sunni religions in the fight against
the interests of colonialism and emphasizes the rule of negation of the foreign
domination over Muslims desired by these religious scholars. Judge Kowsar rightly
preached the unity of the Islamic Ummah and considered any divisive and insulting
voice to be the voice of enemies and strangers. Coordinating with Shiite scholars
through writing letter to them, was a symbol of unity in the method of combating
colonialism among Islamic religions.

Keywords: Tobacco ban, Judge Kowsar, negation of foreign dominance over Muslims,
Mirza Hassan Ashtiani, England, Qajar
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