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Abstract:

With the transfer of the Fatimid caliphate to Egypt, in order to spread and
propagate the religious-political power of the caliphs, the religious and
political activities of the Da’wah organization expanded. In this regard,
the Iranians played a significant role in the structure of the Fatimid power.
The Iranians, the ruling elites of the Fatimid court, had an active presence
against the opposition through their scientific and religious participation in
spreading Fatimid ideology. Iranian thinkers rationally shaped the Fatimid
political structure on a cultural basis, because with the spread of rationality
in the Middle Islamic era, Islamic sectarian thinkers used this tool to justify
their authority. In this era, the Fatimid elites also wanted to explain the
religious and political authority of the Fatimid caliphate against rivals
and opponents by using cultural tools and by philosophical and rational
reasoning in their works and scientific debates. The main question of the
present study is what effect did the religious and scientific status of the
Iranian elites have on the authority of the Fatimid Caliphate? It seems
that the elites with the religious characteristics of Hojjat and Da’i al-Da’at
of the Da’wah organization and as thinkers of the Fatimid government
were effective in spreading Fatimid thought and ideology. The scientific
participation of the elites through writing, teaching, and scientific debates
attracted local rulers and expanded the political power of the Fatimid state.
This research intends to identify and study the religious and scientific
status of the Iranian elites in the court of the Fatimid Caliphate with a
descriptive-analytical approach. Their scientific status with the index of
writing, teaching and scientific debates along with the chairmanship and
management of Da’wah organization stabilized the Fatimid beliefs in
the country and abroad. The statistical population of the Iranian elites in
the Fatimid court includes the elites who worked for the ideology and
promotion of the Fatimid culture in the islands of Da’wah, including
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the da’i Abu Ya’qub Sajestani, Ahmad ibn Ibrahim Neyshabouri, Hamid
al-Din Kermani, al-Mu’ayyid fi al-Din Shirazi and Nasser Khosrow. As
members of the ruling elite, they were active in the religious structure
as bureaucrats and agents of the Fatimid caliphs, in order to develop the
religious and political legitimacy of the Imam-Caliph. The results of the
study indicated that due to the opposition of the Abbasids and other Islamic
sects to the views and ideas of the Fatimids, it is difficult to identify their
claimants in the Islamic land. Therefore, little information is available on
understanding the religious and scientific status of the Iranian elites of the
Fatimid Caliphate. It seems that the Iranians had a significant presence
in the Ismaili community from the very beginning of the formation of
the Ismaili movement. However, with the establishment of the Fatimid
Caliphate in Egypt, the Iranian elites in the Da’wah organization, as the
ruling elites, gained religious status as Da’is al-da’at and Hojjat, and were
responsible for managing other Da’is of the Ismaili community. In addition
to their religious status, the scientific status of Iranians with characteristics
such as writing, teaching, scientific debate and training of students were
important factors in strengthening the Fatimid religious-political authority
in the Islamic East and West. According to sources of the researcher, the
role of the Iranian claimant became a factor in attracting local rulers and
elders of the Islamic community to the Fatimid caliphate. If, with the
help of Abu Ya’qub Sajestani, the Da’i of Khorasan and Sistan, most of
the Qaramata of Iran were absorbed by the Fatimids. The Fatimid ruling
elites played an active and prominent role in the critical stages of the
Ismaili community._Like Kermani’s scientific performance in resolving
the crisis of Da’wah and explaining the Imamate of the ruler to Bamra.
It is important that she reconsidered the theory of the Imamate by writing
theological-philosophical works. In this regard, we can mention the
prominent religious, political and scientific role of Al-Muwayyad Fi Al-
Din in proving the Fatimid Imamate and the conquest of Baghdad in the
era of Al-Mustansarba. As the cultural elite of the Fatimid court, he took
over the executive management in the Divan section. Also, he was one of
the important factors in the conquest of Baghdad by carrying out a political
mission. On the other hand, with the efforts of Al-Muayyid, the valuable
works of the Fatimids were sent to Yemen by Lamak bin Malik to protect
the destruction of the Fatimid works by the opposition.

By training his students, he became a factor in spreading Fatimid beliefs
in the Muslim community. Among the influential students, we can mention
Nasser Khosrow, Hojjat of Khorasan. He was one of the important factors
in expanding the invitation in Khorasan and eastern Iran.

Keywords: Religious status, scientific status, Elites, Hojjat, Da’i al-da’at.
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