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The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam has been translated into Japanese
by several translators, some of whom have translated it indirectly
based on the English translations (mainly by Edward Fitzgerald),
and some have translated it directly from Persian. The present
study briefly introduces 29 translators of Rubaiyat into Japanese
and their translations. The results of the investigations revealed
that various approaches to poetry translation can be found among
Japanese translations of Rubaiyat. Some translators use archaism
to create a feeling of antiquity, while others use contemporary
language. Some translations apply formal or poetic expressions,
while others have informal spoken language. Some translators
have translated Rubaiyat in the forms of verse and some in the
form of prose. Among the former group, some have used forms
close to traditional Japanese poetry such as tanka, and some have
tried modern forms like shintaishi. Some Japanese translators have
even tried to create a form similar to the original form of Rubaiyat
in Persian. The present study examines all these approaches using
related examples and tries to classify them.
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Beside me singing in the Wilderness—
Oh, Wilderness were Paradise enow!

486 laojly jl prlea 9 e gl slajlaw (slel )3 295 00 odalive &S yobo Lo
5 oS sloosly 5l oslitul Wi jid dex i sla Shy 3 503 Ko Canl ok odlit
» ldanMe BB Slixe @l e ol .l o Glodl g ailels b 9 o8
oS o b 4 Y] €ubwsS ol Y digas ) Mo .cal 03y9] 3535 4 bl
sl 0 S €l QLY @l Janlisd b)ygiSey (lgd (el bbre 4l
Ol w2 se 9 B3 o 5 Slgl gl LS ) peld adne b den 5 53 cprizran
soreie liel 5 (Sl Wl 58 ealaiiwl el 03,87 Jad g @ o 1y « Sl
oligh Sl 05> sladaz i o b cuslandlo ly 531, (A5 ploa e Sl (6l e ouurlSSl ot
(F19) S 5 4 sy o) LS ST o S oslinl i o
ol (i

MO—FBHOL L2,
Fiomm, BOLE, S TUIEDR

WOHBKOTH D Ly~ TOWFIZ,
0. WIRE £TZOKE

o0 oy by dmCul 00,8 oalaiwl (olf (g9 pmd 5g 5 e dan 5 0 L)L
ol b b can b gy (015 9ise Hledl S @y laaly (pl &S cnl 03,8 den
b b g gy glaan dly oly (oS )l pawye i jmdyd &5 5k len
pMS b cadn g bl gy cpl b agalse 5o bj cali 0ailes Lol el 03,55 ooliiul
bl 5w e clalb dlas g wloss astie € b lalxa o 50 o 50 a5 S o

Sloas ools lis S S50 3

u.ta.no. hi.to.ma.ki (7) / ko.no mo.to.ni (5)

u.ma.ki.no mo.ta.i (7) / ka.te.no. ya.ma (5) / sa.te.wa. mi.ma.shi.ga
(7)

i.tsu.mo. u.ta.i.te (7) / a.ri. to. i.e (5) / so.no. su.na.ha.ra.ni (7)
so.ya. su.na.ha.ra.mo (7) / ma.ta.no. te.n.go.ku (V)

A ot e o b1y ol S Glacglis g ncaaled ol 4 bS5 5 (2by wsSan dan s
15l 35 LS el (o35 o (W 3 3,5 ) Alanly e 4 5l Ao sl gy 48 43S ol

03,5 o3litul (5500 Lased pgd yees) KMIMASNIY 5 (gus) «KMOLADY w5le (1S slrosly 51 Wl > jad
il 486 5l I LLolS ez 5 o Lol el



3 G 15, b b shor o Fos

S i g2 e jlogh S
¥ izean g LS ogul ipab yigh (pud) a5l (g
by ol 3 % o] den
ol y503 gy o Ul <o

O dudl Canl 00,8 den g li 4 SIS S 13,5 5 (59, 51 (VAVF) UK T, el ol aslie
3, Golis it =l b (Sl sl 039y (5,8 Ko HLis 5 oS oo 2Ly

SU pAS sxo 5 ABd Cuwd S
Sy GRS § e 93 (o0 o
Slyg yd dds S yaY L
Sl o ds & oyl 0 e

aen i OMS s e )3 g sl 081,55y Ll b5 A B 4y S |y YU el
Sl 4 (SIS candSSl don 5 (o9 33 Lol s (651 4B g )59 5l > 5d

When the hand possesses a loaf of wheaten bread, two measures of
wine, and a piece of flesh, when seated with tulip-cheeks in some
lonely spot, behold such joy as is not given to sultans.
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mochitaru toki ukkonkou iroseru hono otometo tomoni sabishiki
bashoni za shitaru toki kakuno gotoki kanrakuwa subete no
oushanimo ataerarezaru nari.
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Whether at Naishapur or Babylon,
Whether the Cup with sweet or bitter run,
The Wine of Life keeps oozing drop by drop,
The Leaves of Life keep falling one by one.
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bagudaado demo (7) / baruku demo (5) / inochiwa tsukiru (7)
sakega amakarouto (9) / nigakarouto (6) / sakazukiwa michiru (8)

tanoshimuga ii (7) / oreto kimito (6) / tachisatte karamo (8)
tsukiwa mugenni (7) / sakubouwo (5) / kakemeguru (5)
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inochiga tsukiru toki sokoga bagudaado demo barufu demo
kawariwa nai.

shuhaiga michiru nara sakewa amakutomo nigakutomo yoi.
sakewo nome. wareraga tachisatte karamu,

tsukiwa mugenni michitewa kake mata michiruno dakara.
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Sugita, Hideaki (Y + Y 1). Meiji Nihon-no Rubaiyato [Rubaiyat in Meiji
Period Japan]. Odysseus (Bulletin of the Department of Area
Studies, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, The University of
Tokyo) (20), V-YV.

Sugita, Hideaki (Y+)V). Taishd Nihon-no Rubaiyato [Rubaiyat in
Taisho Period Japan]. Odysseus (Bulletin of the Department of
Area Studies, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, The
University of Tokyo) (21), Y-YV.

Sugita, Hideaki (Y+)4). Showa Nihon-no Rubaiyato [Rubaiyat in
Showa Period Japan]. Odysseus (Bulletin of the Department of
Area Studies, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, The
University of Tokyo) (23), Y-Y1.
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