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Abstract

Persian culture, language, and literature were the dominant throughout India for at

least a century and in some areas for several centuries, except in the extreme south.
Not only Muslims but also Hindus figured out the richness of Iranian-Islamic
civilization through the Persian language, and this language became the main
language of their intellectual and artistic life. In addition, the Persian language
gained its prestige through the Hindus who use it in their written and artistic works
among cultures of various regions, including Bengali poetry, Marathi vocabulary
and grammar, Pashto alphabet, vocabulary and literature, Sindhi, Baluchi, Hindji,
Kashmiri and especially Urdu. Iranians are the first ethnic group in the world to turn
to lexicography, but on the occasion that Persian language was the mother tongue
(in the region), they considered unnecessary to produce Persian dictionaries unlike
Arabs. On the other hand, Iranians negligence to the needs of Persian scholars
to dictionaries forced Persian-speaking Indian to roll up their sleeves to author
some. Of approximately 250 Persian to Persian or Persian to other languages
dictionaries available, only about 40 have been written by Iranians. Of course, the
names of Iranians who have written Persian dictionary in India are also included
in this account. As a result, the lack of attention of Iranians and the lack of Persian
words in India forced Indian writers to compile Persian dictionaries. Therefore,
the Gurkhanid period is the richest period for Persian language lexicography in
India. But writing Persian dictionaries in India has not been without mistakes and
even conceptual and environmental misunderstandings. In this article, Persian

lexicography courses in the Indian subcontinent and its lexical errors and
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Persian culture, language, and literature were the dominant throughout India for at
least a century and in some areas for several centuries, except in the extreme south.
Not only Muslims but also Hindus figured out the richness of Iranian-Islamic
civilization through the Persian language, and this language became the main
language of their intellectual and artistic life. In addition, the Persian language
gained its prestige through the Hindus who use it in their written and artistic works
among cultures of various regions, including Bengali poetry, Marathi vocabulary
and grammar, Pashto alphabet, vocabulary and literature, Sindhi, Baluchi, Hindji,
Kashmiri and especially Urdu. Iranians are the first ethnic group in the world to turn
to lexicography, but on the occasion that Persian language was the mother tongue
(in the region), they considered unnecessary to produce Persian dictionaries unlike
Arabs. On the other hand, Iranians negligence to the needs of Persian scholars
to dictionaries forced Persian-speaking Indian to roll up their sleeves to author
some. Of approximately 250 Persian to Persian or Persian to other languages
dictionaries available, only about 40 have been written by Iranians. Of course, the
names of Iranians who have written Persian dictionary in India are also included
in this account. As a result, the lack of attention of Iranians and the lack of Persian
words in India forced Indian writers to compile Persian dictionaries. Therefore,
the Gurkhanid period is the richest period for Persian language lexicography in
India. But writing Persian dictionaries in India has not been without mistakes
and even conceptual and environmental misunderstandings. In this article,
Persian lexicography courses in the Indian subcontinent and its lexical errors and
corruption in this land were studied. As a result, it can be said that despite Persian-
speakers in India, compiled dictionaries even before Iranian scholars, and faced
very tough job in this way, but since they were not linguists, they made countless
mistakes in coining words and their comprehension. Sometimes Persian words in
Indian dictionaries are wrongly read and written without knowing what was the
correct meaning of them. In any case, it should be noted that in terms of Persian
lexicography, there has been no Persian-speaking country other than India, which,
as a caring midwife, has kept our national language on its lap for more than 800
years. Although the writings of Persian scholars in India are not without mistakes,
the outstanding services of the ulema and scientists of that land are remarkable
and impressive. However, it can be seen that most of the Persian dictionaries that

have been written in the vast land of India have included many words among them,
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