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1.Abstract

The European tourists who came to Iran during the Safavid era, by
recording their memories and observations and writing travelogues,
introduced and transmitted the culture, science, art, character, behavior,
manners and habits, lifestyle and scientific and civilizational heritage of
Iranians. They played an important role in European societies and
created a kind of, Iranian studies discourse in the West. By traveling and
staying in Iran, by observing, investigating and researching, contacting
and talking to people and knowledgeable people, and accessing written
sources of Iranian history, these tourists have provided useful
information about Safavid Iran to their countrymen and made them
familiar with the name, prestige and greatness of Iran. The purpose of
this research is to investigate the ratio of European tourists with the
category of Iranology based on travelogue information and in a
descriptive-analytical method, and it raises the question of what role
European tourists of the Safavid era played in the development of ,
Iranian studies? The findings of the research show that various aspects
of Iran's civilization were reflected in the travelogues of these tourists
and introduced to Europe. From this point of view, tourists have played
an important role in the category of Iranian Studies in the West and its
expansion. Their reports have been effective in encouraging Europeans
to visit Iran and write travelogues, which is an important step in the
growth of Iranian studies among Europeans.

2- Introduction

One of the consequences of establishing political relations between Iran
and Europe was the arrival of foreign tourists and travelers in the form
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of political envoys, religious delegations, merchants, artists, explorers
and adventurers, etc. These tourists and delegations played an important
role in introducing the westerners to the culture and way of life and the
scientific and civilizational heritage of Iran, and expanded Iranology in
the form of travelogues or travelogues, away from the later Orientalist
and colonialist goals, in the West. The writings of these travelers about
Iran made the Europeans familiar with various aspects of the beauty,
manners, traditions, social life, economy, knowledge, and various
possessions of the land of Iran. They, who have been observers of Iran
in their time, have narrated many characteristics, behaviors and
characteristics of the kings and people of Iran to the people of their land
and have obtained a somewhat reasonable image of Iran. Presenting
pictures and paintings of cities, buildings, historical monuments,
people's clothes, faces of kings, masks and other sights and beauties of
Iran, is one of the important means of gaining information for European
scientists about Iran and Iranian civilization, especially various sciences
and arts. Because these tourists were of different nationalities, Iranology
spread among the people of different countries such as England, France,
Holland, Spain, Portugal, Germany, Italy, Poland and Russia through
their writings

3- Material & Methods

This research is in the stage of compilation using the library method,
relying on the information of travelogues and reports of European
tourists in Iran, and in the stage of investigating and explaining the
subject, it is done based on the historical method, using a descriptive-
analytical method.

4- Discussion of Results & Conclusions

The writings of European travelers about Safavid era Iran in the form
of travel reports, diaries, travelogues and books, together with the
preparation of pictures of the beauties of Iran and the collection of
exquisite Iranian miniatures and other tools and objects that were
transferred from Iran to Europe., has provided huge data on the subject
of , Iranian studies to the West. These data, which were the result of
traveling in Iran and observing phenomena, in addition to familiarizing
the European people with the various conditions of Iran, provided the
necessary information to western orientalists so that they could expand
their oriental studies. Based on these data, many of these orientalists
wrote books about Iran, or they addressed aspects of the characteristics
of Iran and Iranians and strengthened the category of Iranology. What
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needs to be remembered is that these tourists looked at the world and
phenomena with a western perspective, and their assessment of Iran is
subject to this perspective. Therefore, all the narratives of these
tourists in the description of Iran and Iranians should be viewed with a
critical point of view, and sometimes they have generalized the
observation of a small matter in a corner of the country or from an
individual to the whole of Iran and Iranians and evaluated it.
Therefore, sometimes errors have been fueled in these narratives,
which have also influenced the image of later orientalists of Iran.
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