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Abstract

Zakariya al bin Muhammad bin Mahmoud Ansari, known as Zakariya
al al-Qazwini, is one of the most important natural scientists in the
Islamic world in the Middle Ages. Zakariya al al-Qazwini's mastery,
expertise, and extensive knowledge, especially in the sciences of his
time such as history, natural sciences, geography, and cosmology, have
led to his name being included in the list of Iranian Muslim scholars.
The breadth of his information and method of writing miracles have
also led some to compare him to Pliny, the miracle writer and scientist
of the ancient Roman period. The two books Athar al-Bilad and Akhbar
al-lbad in geography; and Aja'ib al-Makhlugat wa Ghara'ib al-
Mawjudat in natural sciences are the most important works of Zakariya
al al-Qazwini. Due to the importance of the book Aja'ib al-Makhlugat
in the history of natural sciences, the present article seeks to answer the
main question using a descriptive-analytical method: What did
Qazwini, as a natural scientist, view these sciences in the book Aja‘ib
al-Makhlugat wa Ghara'ib al-Mawjudat? Based on the findings of the
research, although Qazvini sometimes used experimental and
observational methods to explain scientific phenomena in nature, under
the influence of the scientific and intellectual atmosphere of the seventh
century AH, he examined these phenomena more from a mythological
and miraculous perspective.

One of the great figures in the history of Iranian-Islamic civilization
who played an important role in the development of natural sciences is
Zakariya al bin Muhammad bin Mahmoud Ansari, known as Zakariya
al Qazvini. His two important works, one is Atra al-Bilad and Akhbar
al-lbad and the other Ajayib al-Makhlugat and Gharayib al-
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Mugooduwat, are available today to understand his views and thoughts.
Of course, Atra al-Bilad is mostly a geographical book, but Ajayib al-
Makhluqgat is related to the study of natural sciences such as botany,
geology, zoology, anthropology, and . . .

Studies have shown that, given Qazvini's reputation as a natural
scientist and the content of his main work, the Book of Wonders of
Creation, the decline of the rational-empirical tradition in the Islamic
world from the seventh century onwards and the dominance and
expansion of the tradition of narration and symbolism-symbolism of
natural phenomena led to the growth and development of the tradition
of writing miracles in the Islamic world. In this tradition, rather than
looking at nature from an empirical and rational perspective, natural
phenomena are described from a mythological and miraculous
perspective. The result of this situation is the writing of works such as
the Book of Wonders of Creation by Zakariya al Qazvini.

Method

In this article, an attempt has been made to answer the question of what
is the image of natural sciences in the Book of Wonders of Creation by
Zakariya al Qazvini. To examine the content of the Book of Wonders
of Creation, a historical method with a content analysis approach has
been used.

Discussion

Zakariya al Qazvini is one of the most important natural scientists in
Iran and the Islamic world in the Middle Ages. His mastery, expertise
and extensive knowledge, especially in the sciences of his time such as
history, natural sciences, geography, and cosmology, have placed him
on the list of Iranian Muslim scholars. The breadth of his information
and method of writing down miracles have also led some to compare
him with Pliny, the miracle writer and scientist of the ancient Roman
period, and some to liken him to the Greek Herodotus and the Roman
Gaius Plinius. The two books Athar al-Bilad and Akhbar al-Ibad in
Geography; and Aja'ib al-Makhlugat wa Ghara'ib al-Mawjudat in
Natural Sciences are the most important works of Zakariya al al-
Qazvini, which will be discussed in this article due to the importance
of the book Aja'ib al-Makhlugat in the history of natural sciences. This
book contains extensive geographical and astronomical information,
natural wonders and miracles, as well as important information on
botany and zoology, as well as significant knowledge about weather
and meteorology. Therefore, Ziyari Qazvini can be considered one of
the Iranian celebrities who made a significant contribution to the
development of natural science knowledge.

Results & Conclusions

Studies have shown that "Natural sciences" have expanded and
developed over the centuries as an important part of the history of
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science in Islamic civilization. Great scientists emerged in this field,
each of whom developed one or more natural sciences. From the
seventh century onwards, although we witnessed the gradual decline of
Islamic civilization and its distance from the peak of its prosperity, the
discussion of the history of natural sciences continued to flourish. It
was during this period that Zakariya al Qazvini, one of the most
important natural scientists in Iran and the Islamic world, wrote two
important works in natural sciences. One is Ath-e-Bilad and Akhbar al-
Ibad and the other is Ajayib al-Makhlugat and Gharayib al-Muwajud.
Of course, Ath-e-Bilad is more of a geographical book, but Ajayib al-
Makhluqgat is related to the study of natural sciences such as botany,
geology, zoology, anthropology, and . . . Studies have shown that
considering the reputation that Qazvini had as a natural scientist and
the content of his main work, the Book of Wonders of Creation, this
article attempted to answer the main question of what view Zakariya al
Qazvini, as a natural scientist, have of these sciences in the Book of
Wonders of Creation? After examining the content of the Book of
Wonders of Creation, the findings of the research showed that although
Qazvini sometimes used experimental and observational methods to
explain scientific phenomena in nature and part of his book is dedicated
to studying natural phenomena from this perspective, under the
influence of the scientific and intellectual atmosphere of the seventh
century AH, he studied these phenomena more from a mythological
and miraculous perspective. The decline of the rational-empirical
tradition in the Islamic world from the seventh century onwards and
the dominance and expansion of the narrative and symbolic-symbolic
tradition of natural phenomena led to the growth and development of
the tradition of writing miracles in the Islamic world. In this tradition,
rather than looking at nature from an empirical and rational
perspective, natural phenomena are described from a mythological and
miraculous perspective. The result of this situation is the writing of
works such as Aja'ib al-Makhlugat wa Ghara'ib al-Mawjudat by
Zakariya al al-Qazvini.
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