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The "bureaucracy" system, as one of the most prominent and influential
achievements of human history, carries components and characteristics
that can be traced back to any historical period in a set of structures,
norms, methods, traditions, values, interests, customs and habits that
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despite the dominance of the Islamic caliphate over Iran, due to the
Keywords: professional and effective presence of Iranian ministers and dignitaries
Bureaucracy System, in the political power structure of the caliphate, the Iranian model of
Structure, bureaucracy was adapted, translated and continued, and finally,
Islamic caliphate, independent and semi-independent Iranian dynasties. are formed The

functional analysis of the findings of the article shows some destructive

features and factors preventing the transformation in the historical

bureaucratic system of Iran, such as: "tribalistic spirit" and " nepotism",

Dynasties. "financial corruption”, "obedience and flattery”, "pure obedience",

"lack of law and Rule-making", "distrust and suspicion™ and "feeling

of insecurity” in judicial and government positions are rooted in the

. a“““‘ historical process of the bureaucratic system in Iran.

Introduction

In short, it can be said that the history of developments during the rule

of caliphs and Islamic rulers shows the dominance of the Iranian

Independent and semi-

independent Iranian
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element over other ethnic groups and nations in the social, cultural,
political and administrative majority. And the judicial fields, the power
dominating Iran's government, directly or indirectly, was in the hands
of Iranians almost throughout the Middle Islamic period. Whenever
other elements such as the Arab or Turkish elements were able to
overcome the Iranian society and political system for a short period,
firstly, they were very transitory and secondly, they were influenced by
Iranian culture and civilization. In that period, the Iranians were able to
gain the lost independence of Iran with the efforts they made in the
early Islamic centuries. Finally, to save civilization and culture and its
main components such as the Persian language, literature and customs,
Iran and Iranian identity from the danger of destruction. The emergence
of independent local governments in eastern Iran was the result of
internal conflicts of the caliphate and anti-tyranny popular movements.
Despite this, the attacks and invasions and the continuation of absolute
and fanatical tribal governments in Iran had problems since the
institution of religion and government was concentrated in the
personality of caliphs and sultans, although there was absolute
monarchy and standing in the person. The emperor also existed
throughout ancient Iran. However with the arrival of foreigners to
establish power in Iran and their control over the political structure,
"political peoples™" gradually replaced the bureaucratic government.
The domination of foreign sultans over the Iranian society and the
single-power governments and patriarchal tribal rule gradually led to
the degradation of social classes and classes to "servants" and
"servants" and caused the spread of the "spirit of obedience™ and
servitude™ both in the social system and in Political structure. It was in
Iran.

Material & Methods

In short, the effective functions of the bureaucracy of independent
governments in Iran during the Islamic period are:

1. Revival of Iranian governments; 2. Continuation of Iranian
bureaucratic traditions in the Islamic period; 3. Preventing a historical
rupture in Iran; 4. Continuity of Iranian identity and culture; 5. The
flourishing of Iranian art and architecture and Persian literature; 6. The
growth of the Persian language with the support of these dynasties for
Iranian writers and poets; 7. Protecting the heart of Iranshahr from
Arabization; 8. Administration of ministers by using well-known and
resourceful Iranian ministers in the administration of civil and civil
affairs.

Also, the shortcomings affecting the bureaucracy of independent
governments in the Islamic era include:

Journal of Iranian- Islamic Studies, VoI13.Nol. Spring 2023. PP.57-91.


https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2322-2891
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2717-2961

Functional Analysis of factors affecting the historical bureaucratic system of Islamic Iran / Hamid Tonekaboni

1. Civil wars over succession; 2. Lack of law or tradition to choose a
successor; 3. Absence of the Shura Council, except for the Samani
government; 4. Weakening the livelihood of farmers and villagers due
to economic dependence due to the creation and expansion of the
feudal system; 5. Merciless killing of people in cities and villages by
the heads of some dynasties to expand the areas under their control. 6.
Continuous conflicts and wars; 7. Turkish slaves gained power in the
courts of some Iranian dynasties and influenced the formation of the
Turkish government in Iran; 8. Weakening of ethnic identity after the
emergence of Turks in Iran. 9. The killing of several cabinet ministers;
10. Some of the rulers of the independent dynasties of the Abbasid
caliphs were deceived and dragged into the abyss of fighting with
Iranian rivals by inciting the caliphs to create differences and
differences between the Iranian dynasties and prevent them from
gaining power.
This article, using a historical sociology approach and the structuralist
qualitative method, has analyzed, explained, and functionally analyzed
the factors affecting the historical bureaucratic system of Iran from the
introduction of Islam to the end of the Samanid period in political,
social, economic, and cultural dimensions.

Discussion

The findings of the research show that in this period, despite the
dominance of the Islamic caliphate over Iran, due to the professional
and effective presence of Iranian ministers and bureaucrats in the
political power structure of the caliphate, the pattern of Iranian
bureaucracy continued and finally, independent and semi-independent
Iranian dynasties were formed. The functional analysis of the findings
of the article shows some destructive features and factors preventing
the transformation in the historical bureaucratic system of Iran, such
as: "tribalism™ and "lineage™ "financial corruption™ "obedience and
courtesy" and "pure obedience” and "lack of law and legality" and
"distrust and suspicion™ and "feeling of insecurity" in judicial positions
and The government is rooted in the historical process of the
bureaucratic system in Iran.
Results & Conclusions
Studies have shown that the developments during the rule of the
Islamic caliphs and emirs indicate the dominance of Iranians over other
ethnic groups and nations in most social, cultural, political,
administrative and civil spheres in the Islamic period. The dominant
power in Iran was directly or indirectly in the hands of Iranians almost
throughout the Middle Ages. Whenever other elements, such as the
Arab or Turkish elements, were able to gain superiority over Iranian
society and the political system for a short time, firstly, it was very
transient and temporary, and secondly, they were under the influence
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of Iranian culture and civilization. During that period, the Iranian
nation was able to regain its lost independence as a result of the
struggles that began in the late first century AH and reached their peak
in the second and third centuries. Ultimately, civilization and culture,
as well as its main indicators, namely the Persian language, literature,
customs, and traditions, liberated Iran and Iranian identity from the
danger of destruction. The emergence of independent local
governments in eastern Iran was possible and accelerated, on the one
hand, as a result of internal conflicts within the Caliphate court and, on
the other hand, as a result of popular movements that had shaken the
pillars of the Caliphs' power.

Nevertheless, the attacks and invasions and the continuation of absolute
and fanatic tribal governments in Iran had some negative
consequences, and the institution of religion and state became
concentrated in the personality of the Caliphs and foreign sultans.
Although absolute monarchy and the person of the Shah existed
throughout the ancient Iranian era, with the entry of foreigners into the
power structure in Iran and their dominance over the political structure,
"political tribes" gradually replaced the bureaucratic state. The
dominance of foreign sultans over Iranian society and the monopolistic
governments and tribal patrimonial domination gradually caused the
social strata and classes to be reduced to "subjects" and "servants".
They led to the spread of the "spirit of obedience” and "slavery" both
in the social system and in the political structure in Iran.

Studies have shown that the functions affecting the bureaucracy of
independent states in the Islamic period are: 1. Revival of Iranian
states; 2. Continuation of Iranian bureaucratic traditions in the Islamic
period; 3. Prevention of historical discontinuity in Iran; 4. Continuation
of Iranian identity and culture; 5. The flourishing of Iranian art and
architecture and Persian literature; 6. Development of the Persian
language with the support of these dynasties from Iranian writers and
poets; 7. Protection of the heart of Iranshahr from Arabization; 8.
Ministerialism by utilizing prominent and resourceful Iranian ministers
in directing state and civil affairs.

Also, the dysfunctions affecting the bureaucracy of independent states
in the Islamic period are: 1. Domestic wars over succession; 2. Lack of
law or tradition for choosing a successor; 3. Lack of a council of
councils, except the Samanid state; 4. Weakening of the livelihood of
farmers and villagers due to economic dependence due to the creation
and expansion of the Igta system; 5. The brutal massacres of the people
of cities and villages by the leaders of some dynasties to expand and
expand the areas under their control; 6. Continuous conflicts and wars;
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7. The rise of Turkish slaves in the courts of some Iranian dynasties

and their influence on the formation of the Turkic government in Iran;

8. The weakening of ethnic authenticity following the rise of the Turks

in Iran; 9. The murder of some skilled ministers; 10. The deception of

some of the emirs of the independent dynasties by the Abbasid caliphs
and their being drawn into the abyss of fighting with Iranian rivals
incited the caliphs to create discord and disagreement between the

Iranian dynasties and prevent them from gaining power.

Finally, some destructive characteristics and factors inhibiting change

in the Iranian bureaucratic system, such as "tribalistic mentality” and

"nepotism”, "financial corruption”, "willfulness and favoritism", "pure

obedience”, "lack of law and rule-making", "mistrust and suspicion",

and "feeling of insecurity” in bureaucratic and government positions
have their roots in this era, which gradually led to the lack of
development and desired development of the principled bureaucracy in

Iran.
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