T

Pfs SE S 28

N

Journal of Iranian- Islamic Studies
Print ISSN  2322-2891

National Library Online ISSN 2717-2961

e e Vol13.Nol. Spring 2023. PP.31-56.

]ournal of lranlan Islamlc Studles

The Role of Endowment in the Development of Water Supply Systems in Iran

Sedigheh parvizinial
1) PhD in History of Iran after Islam. History Department, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Shiraz University. Shiraz, Iran

Email: sedighehparvizinia@gmail.com

Article Info Summary
Article type: ABSTRACT
Research Article The history of endowment or wagf in Iran dates back to pre-lIslamic

times. One of the important functions of the endowment is to contribute
to the welfare and comfort of the general public. Considering the
scarcity of water in Iranian land and the importance of water supply
systems in the economy of human societies, providing water in Iran has
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utilize all capacities in this direction. This research, using a descriptive-
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22May 2023 analytical method and library resources, examines the role of
endowment in the development of water supply systems during the
E%‘gv?/::;ts time of Timur's successors. The research findings indicate that the
’ actions of Timur's successors in creating and reviving water supply
Wadf, systems took place during the reign of Shahrukh Timurid, Sultan Abu
Water supply systems, Sa'id, and Sultan Hussein Bayqara, mostly in the eastern regions of
Reservoir, Iran, namely Herat and parts of Khorasan, and the development of
Aqueduct water supply_ systems in the other_ areas such as \_(azd, Isfahan_, and the
’ southern regions of Fars was carried out by utilizing the capacity of the
Timurid period. endowment institution and by various groups of society such as

officials, rulers, local elders, and mystics.

Introduction

°"E“a‘““” One of the important functions of endowments or wagf is to create

welfare and provide for the material needs of the general public, in
other words, it is an economic function. Considering the dryness and
water scarcity of the Iranian land and the importance of water in the
emergence of human civilization, especially in the prosperity of
agriculture, endowments or waqf and charitable actions have always
helped to repair and expand water supply systems. The Mongol
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invasion of Iran caused damage to the water supply systems, of course,
later during the llkhanate period, efforts were made to repair the water
supply systems. During the time of Timur's successors, due to the
expansion of endowments (Waqf), the capacity of the endowment
institution was used to develop water supply systems. In the Timurid
period, water consumption management was of great importance. In
each region, there were specific laws regarding the source and access
to water, and water money was one of the customary taxes in this
period.

Material & Methods

Due to the water scarcity in Iran, there has always been a water issue.
The importance of water supply systems in the economy of Iranian
society and the need to provide water in Iran have always been
important for water supply. Since Timur's attacks and conflicts
between princes, emirs and natural factors had destroyed water supply
systems during the period of Timur's successors (807-911 AH), the
question arises: what measures did the Timurid emirs take to create and
reconstruct water facilities and utilize all water supply capacities?
What was the role of endowment in the development of water supply
systems during the time of Timur's successors? The answer to this
question can be obtained with a historical method and a descriptive-
analytical approach and using library resources.

Discussion

Water and water supply have always been a problem in Iran. The
Timurid government has also been faced with this issue from the very
beginning. Therefore, during the reign of Timur and his successors,
such as Shahrukh, various measures were taken to create public
welfare. Various places were built by the emirs and elders of the
government, their wives and children, and endowments (Waqf) were
given to many of these public buildings. In addition to these measures,
restoration, improvement, and reconstruction were among their
priorities. Timur's successors paid attention to the creation and
restoration of water supply systems and the development of trade and
economic prosperity. The construction of dams such as the Golestan
Dam, the construction of aqueducts and their restoration and layering,
or the construction of Kariz and Abanbar (Reservoir) were also among
their priorities. The existence of numerous endowment letters shows
that water-related endowments (Waqf) were important and effective in
solving the water problem.
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Results & Conclusions

Studies have shown that the period of Timur's successors is an
important period for the advancement of the culture of endowment
(Wagf) in Iran. During this period, the construction of places and the
determination of endowments (Wagqf) to cover expenses were common,
and this issue helped development and prosperity. Considering the vital
role of access to water in prosperity, especially in the prosperity of
agriculture, one of the actions of Timur's successors was the creation
and restoration of water supply systems, which was often carried out in
Herat and its surroundings and parts of Khorasan. During this period,
considering the water shortage and dryness of most regions of Iran and
their distance from the capital, Timur's successors established and
reconstructed water supply systems by benefactors, officials, and
influential individuals such as mystics, taking advantage of the capacity
of the endowment institution. According to the results of this study,
despite the public benefit actions and some endowments (Waqgf) of
Timur's successors in the field of water supply, their endowment
(Wagf) actions were more extensive and impressive in the central
regions of Iran. Given that the proceeds of water endowments were
initially spent on their repair and reconstruction, the endowment helped
ensure the sustainability of water. It should also be noted that historical
books often focus on the endowments(Waqf) of kings, sages, and
officials, and do not mention the water endowments(Waqf) of other
benefactors, while in many cases, the endowments(Waqgf) of
benefactors were larger and contained more items, and we only learn
about this through the endowment(Wagf) documents that sometimes
survive.
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