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Jean Kellens, a Belgian Iranian study, is one of the famous
researchers in the field of Avestan studies and Indo-Iranian
languages and religions, who has researched in this field for
nearly sixty years of his life and has written more than two
hundred works. L’exégése du sacrifice comme principe unitaire
de 1’Avesta (2015) and Etudes avestiques et mazdéennes
volumes 4 and 5 (2011 and 2013) are his most recent works.
Deep knowledge, distinct and original view, and curious spirit of
Kellens have caused his theories to be different from other
researchers; Some researchers have criticized him a lot and
others have considered him as the vanguard of knowledge and a
new perspective in this field. This article, with a descriptive
method, studies Kellens’ opinions about the old Avestan
religion, the Achaemenian religion, Resurrection in Gahan,
special names in Gahan and the singer of Gahan. Studies show
that according to Kellens, religion in Gahan is unknown; there is
no evidence of Resurrection in Gahan; Gahan is a ritual text and
not Zoroaster's poem; The proper names used are sometimes
symbolic and do not refer to real characters.

Introduction

Jean Kellens (born on January 26, 1944 in Seraing, Belgium) is
one of the famous Belgian orientalists who, in addition to PhD
in the history and literature of Eastern Iran (Liege, 1973), is a
professor of comparative linguistics and Indo-Iranian philology
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at the Université de Liege and a professor at Collége de France.
Most of his researches are about Avestan and Indo-Iranian
languages and religions. In Iran, Kellens’ opinions are less
known. The first book of Kellens was translated by Ahmadreza
Ghaem Maghami with the title of Essays on zarathustra and
zoroastrianism. This article includes Kellens’ comments about
the old Avestan religion, the Achaemenid religion, Resurrection
in Gahan, the Avestan script, the difference between Gahan and
Yasn-e Haftha (in Avesta: Haptaphaiti).

Materials & Methods

In a review-descriptive method this article deals with Kellens'
opinions about the old Avestan religion, Achaemenid religion,
resurrection in Gahan, Avestan script and writing, the difference
between Gahan and Yasn-e Haftha, Gahan as a ritual writing,
special names in Gahan and the singer of Gahan.

Discussion of results & conclusions

According to Kellens, the Gahanic religion is unknown: it cannot
be considered polytheistic, neither monotheistic nor dualistic.
Perhaps it can be considered a type of belief in unstable
polytheism; The Achaemenid Zoroastrian religion was probably
a religion similar to what was reflected in the New Avesta; In
general, we cannot talk about the Achaemenid religion until we
don’t have comprehensive information about the old Zoroastrian
religion; According to his opinion, there is no evidence of
resurrection after death in Gahan; Commentators have associated
many words with resurrection based on their mental
assumptions; In addition, based on his linguistic studies, Gahan
Is a ritual text; The use of demonstrative pronouns, and the
present participle verb in it, shows that these texts were used to
be read in religious rituals; In Gahan, Gostasp is not the king; He
is probably the son of Zoroaster. Also, Gahan is not Zoroaster's
hymn, but it is the expression of the state of a religious group
written to be performed in religious rituals because there is no
sign of inviting people to convert to religion. In addition,
Zoroaster speaks of himself in the first person only once in
Gahan, and throughout this text, his name appears many times in
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the nominative case, which indicates that the composer was
someone else.
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