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ABSTRACT

Iran during the Qajar period was a battleground of civilizational
dualities. On one hand, there were kings with divine protection
characteristics and a traditional closed system, while on the other
hand, new knowledge and intellectuals seeking modernization
were emerging, creating a clash between tradition and modernity.
Meanwhile, the Western world was rapidly advancing after the
Industrial Revolution. This progress led researchers to focus on
the East, particularly Iran. Many travellers and immigrants during
this time wrote about their experiences in Iran, often predicting
the political future of Iranians. This research aims to evaluate the
accuracy of the opinions of orientalists from the Qajar era
regarding Iran's future, considering the events that unfolded later
in Iran. It appears that orientalists, lacking a deep understanding
of Iran's political and social landscape, offered critical yet
valuable insights. This study utilized library research to collect
data, descriptive methods to categorize orientalists' opinions, and
content analysis to critique and validate these opinions.
Introduction

As interactions between Iranians and the Western world
increased, many orientalists travelled to Iran to better understand
the country's conditions while fulfilling their duties. Some of
these individuals, after conducting studies, commented on Iran's
future. Orientalists, noting the potential strengths and weaknesses
in Iranian society, offered intriguing perspectives on Iran's future.
Given the significant impact of the Qajar era on present-day
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Iranian society and the importance of understanding foreign
experts' views during the transition from tradition to modernity,
studying these opinions is valuable.

Material & Methods

This study examines the interpretations of Orientalists on the
situation of Iran during the Qajar era, especially its political
future, with a critical approach. The motivation of Orientalists to
pay attention to this issue is also an influential variable that
deserves special consideration. Whether their motivation was
limited to the usual curiosity for travel writing or was rooted in
higher motivational layers is a question that could shed light on
the subject of this study. It does not appear that Orientalists
expressed their beliefs about Iran's political future with
predetermined goals. While they were driven by their interests
and those of their country, trying to exploit Iran's weakness for
their benefit, it is doubtful that their comments on the future of
the country were solely driven by material desires.

This research collected data using a library method and, in
addition to extracting and categorizing the opinions of
Orientalists descriptively, examined and criticized these opinions
using content analysis.

Discussion of Results & Conclusions:

Historical studies revealed that Orientalists of the Qajar era, while
analyzing the political and social phenomenology of Iran,
sometimes painted varying pictures of the country's future
through their writings. These images, depicted through words,
ranged from dark and disappointing to bright and hopeful for
Iranians.

Historical studies also showed that the prophetic writings of
Orientalists about Iran's political future are analyzable and subject
to criticism. The main reason for this is the Orientalists' lack of
understanding of the underlying layers of politics, culture, and
religion in Iran. Iranians also had psychological complexities that
made predicting their political future challenging. The Shiite
religion, especially for non-Muslims, was intricate and secretive.
The civilization of Iranians was more advanced than easily
predicted, adding to the complexity of making accurate forecasts.
Many factors needed consideration for more precise predictions,
including the commonalities and differences within the nation.
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The challenging conditions and problems faced by Iran during the
Qajar era, politically, socially, and economically, also needed to
be taken into account.

Overall, it appears that both optimistic and pessimistic
Orientalists of the Qajar era were too quick in their statements
about Iran's political future. Subsequent events often proved their
predictions incorrect and superficial.
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