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1.Abstract

Cultural relations between Iran and Russia have historical roots due to
their proximity. Oriental studies in Russia have always been carried out
in a part of the institution affiliated with the government, for this reason,
the first Iranologists were generally diplomats, translators, and civil and
military officials. In the beginning, this knowledge was created to
respond to the needs of foreign policy and to serve military and
economic goals. Still, in the process of its rapid evolution, its scope and
scientific scope became research in languages, literature, history, works,
writings, and the culture of the people of the East. It was also extended
and found a further field. Thus, the present article tries to examine the
relationship between applied Iranian studies and academic Iranian
studies in Russia and to answer the question: What has been the status
of Iranian studies in Russia? What is the condition of Iranology today?
What is our approach to Russian Iranologists? This study is compiled
based on available sources and relies on documentary and library

methods and will have an analytical approach.
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2. Introduction

Acquaintance with Iran in Russia has a centuries-old history. But if
"Iranology” is considered as a field in the field of regular and targeted
study of the country of Iran and the lands that belong to the cultural
sphere of Iran from an ethnolinguistic point of view, then this
background goes back to the beginning of the 19th century.

Oriental studies in Russia have always been a part of the government
and government institutions. What is known as "Military Orientalism"
in Russia has been done closely with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Russia. In this context, we know that the first Iranologists were
generally diplomats, translators, and civil and military employees who,
in addition to performing their administrative duties, also engaged in
scientific research. As the Consul Yar (in 1914-1905), besides learning
Indian and Pashto languages and collecting ethnological information, he
also engaged in informational activities.

In fact, "scientific orientalism in tsarist Russia has been in internal
conflict. In the beginning, this knowledge was created to respond to the
needs of foreign policy and to serve military and economic goals. Still,
in the process of its rapid development, it also focused on research in
languages, literature, history, works and writings, and the culture of the
people of the East.

Along with Russian Iranology, a kind of scientific research or academic
orientation was also formed, which has had brilliant works and results,
i.e. the writings and researches of people such as Baris Dorn (1881-
1805), Carl Germanovich Zaleman (1916-1850), and Valentin
Alekseevich Zhukovski (1918-1858). ) and like these in the late 19th
and early 20th century, according to Alexey Khismatulin, an Iranian
scholar from Petersburg, these writings can be considered the first

completely specialized research in the field of Iranian studies in Russia.
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3- Materials & Methods

Academic Iranologists in the post-revolutionary period of Russia still
tried to conduct research in their favorite fields, such as Iranian
languages, Iranian linguistics, history and culture of ancient times and
the Middle Ages, which was called "pure™ or "scientific" Iranology; But
the nascent government of Soviet Russia sought to understand Iranian
society in the same period, find ways to compete with England in Iran,
and influence all political, economic, and social levels of Iran.
Therefore, at the beginning of the Bolsheviks, they replaced the
extensive study of Iran from a political and especially economic point
of view, which was emphasized in Iranian studies on the collection of
linguistic, ethnological, and cultural information. Organizations such as
the People's Commissariat (Ministry of Foreign Affairs), the Central
Intelligence Agency of the Soviet Union (Pa3Bemynp) and the
Department of Foreign Countries in the Political Administration of the
country (MHO OI'TIY) were absorbed. During this period, many people
were mentioned in activities related to Iran or as authors of Iran-related
materials. Not only did they strongly influence the initial activities of
the Soviet Union in the field of diplomacy and military affairs related to
Iran, but they also pushed aside the traditional knowledge of Iranology
that still existed in the 1920s. Therefore, these people should be called
"Iran experts" and not Iranologists. Because they had no background of
extensive studies in the field of the entire history of Iran, Iranian
languages and literature, culture, religion, and philosophy in Iran, their
knowledge was limited to the history of Iran in the last one or two

centuries with an emphasis on political and economic aspects and that's
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it. The list of Russian Orientalists and Iranologists shows that none of
these people were "lranologists" in the academic and scientific sense,
but mostly from other fields, based on political and military.

4- Discussion of Results & Conclusions

Studies have shown that in Russia, the phenomenon of "Iranian experts"
and " Iran issues expert " have taken the place of Russian Iranologists.
The research showed that their field of activity has nothing to do with
the deep-rooted and authentic knowledge of Iranology, and their
positions and opinions are completely subjected to the politics of the
day. The research showed that this group is introduced as "Iranologists”
in some educational and diplomatic centers in Iran. Sometimes, some of
them participate in joint meetings as curators of Iranian studies.
Undoubtedly, using the image of deep-rooted and reliable knowledge
for matters without stability is a mistake. Tying academic Iranology
with the activities of foreign policy experts is harmful to Iranology.
Studies have shown a significant gap between Iranian experts and
academic Iranology in Russia, and it seems that this ups-and-down path
has not been able to stabilize.
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