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translators did not neglect the treasures of Persian literature and
translated an important part of the noble Iranian literature into
Bengali. One of these Iranian greats who is revered by Bengali
speakers is the Iranian poet Omar Khayyam of Neyshabur, a
rubaiyat composer and scholar. Khayyam's rubaiyat has been
translated into most of the world's languages, and Edward
Fitzgerald's role in introducing Khayyam to the English-speaking
world, especially Bengali translators, is undeniable. Bengali poets
and translators also tried to translate Khayyam's rubaiyat. Since
then, Khayyam has become one of the geniuses of the Persian
language and a popular Iranian figure among the people of
Bangladesh.
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This article aims to answer the question of what range of Bengali
writers and translators have attempted to translate Khayyam's
rubaiyat into Bengali, what was their method of translating the
rubaiyat, and what impact did these rubaiyats have on Bengali
society. The research method in this article is a descriptive method
based on the analysis of the themes of Persian and Bengali literature.
Introduction

The Persian language, as the second language of Islamic culture and
civilization, contains a vast treasure trove of thousands of Persian
books that are still read and translated in Muslim and non-Muslim
countries despite the passage of centuries. The civilizational sphere
of the Indian and Iranian subcontinents has been intertwined for a
long time. One of the most prominent Iranian cultural and scientific
figures is the sage Omar Khayyam, who is widely known for his
distinguished research and discoveries in mathematics and
astronomy, as well as for composing wise and heartwarming
"Rubaiyats” in the Bengali language. The people of Bangladesh
consider Omar Khayyam to be one of the greatest Persian-speaking
poets, and for this reason, there is a growing desire among the people
and scholars of Bangladesh to become familiar with his profound
thoughts and ideas.

Materials & Methods
The Persian language in the Indian subcontinent is over a thousand

years old. It can be said that in most homes of Bangladeshi people,
a Diwan of Saadi, Hafez Shirazi, Omar Khayyam, and Rumi or their
Bengali translations can be found. The golden period of analysis and
translation of Khayyam's Rubaiyat in the subcontinent was from
1922 to 1933. A large number of Bengali translators also translated
Fitzgerald's English-translated Rubaiyat into Bengali, but it seems
that the allusions and symbols of Persian words are rarely seen in
their translations. In this article, we intend to answer these questions:
who translated Khayyam's Rubaiyat into Bengali, and what impact
did these Rubaiyats have on Bengali literature? The research method
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found that the answers to these questions are descriptive, analytical,
and explanatory.

Discussion
So far, a total of 103 Bengali poets, writers, and translators have

contributed to presenting Omar Khayyam's Rubaiyat and thoughts
to Bengali speakers. The best translation of Omar Khayyam's
Rubaiyat that we have come across is by the national poet of
Bangladesh, Qazi Nazrul Islam. In his translation, Kazi Nazrul Islam
did not change Omar Khayyam's meter and rhyme in any way but
translated the Rubaiyat line by line, while other poets and writers
have created an independent meter, rhyme, and framework in their
translations. These works have also been presented in English to
Bengali speakers in four ways:

1- Literal translation into Bengali prose.

2- A translation in which the rhyme is observed in either one rhyme
or both rhymes or in verse from 4 lines to 8 lines.

3- Free translation within the framework of Bengali poetry.

4- A translation in which only the meaning and content of the verses
are adapted, and the form, meter, and rhyme of the original poem
are not taken into account.

In my initial review of the works translated into Bengali, | found
that most of the works are of the second, third, and fourth types.

A Dbrief review of these translations and a list of the characteristics
of each may be useful.

According to Nazrul Islam, Omar Khayyam's Rubaiyat are of six
types: 1. Complaint of the times: He predicted the fortunes and
misfortunes of our times.

2. Satire: Ascetics or sheikhs who appear to be well-groomed and
pious but are arrogant and ignorant inwardly. Omar Khayyam
directly rebuked and cursed them.

3. Wesal: A Rubai that shows the pain and sorrow of the lover for
the beloved and the separation from the beloved.

4. Description of Spring: A quatrain that praises the garden,
flowers, fruits, and birds.

5. Blasphemy: Blasphemous speech, his quatrains that proclaim
religion, deny belief. Perhaps it can be said that this is the best part
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of Omar Khayyam's quatrains that society quickly accepted, such as
fantasies of heaven and hell, false thoughts, showing religion in
appearance, false sins and rewards, greed, etc. The dry devotees and
saints considered his words blasphemous, and the common people
considered him a wine drinker, viewing his poems only in terms of
incitement and desire for wine.

6. Invocations: Good and pleasant desires for God, but these desires
are not like the desires of ordinary people, the way of expression is
completely different. This is a type of Sufism.

By comparing translations of Khayyam's Rubaiyat and studying his
explicit thoughts and philosophy, it can be seen that Qazi Nazrul
Islam's opinion differs from Fitzgerald's, as Fitzgerald introduces
Khayyam as an atheist, but Kazi Nazrul Islam considers him a
Muslim and a Sufi. For this reason, Nazrul Islam cites the Rubaiyats
composed by Omar Khayyam in praise of the Messenger of God as
an example of Khayyam's belief in God.

Results & Conclusions
Studies have shown that many Bengali thinkers and poets have
studied and translated Khayyam's Rubaiyat. Most of these Bengali
poets, researchers, translators, and analysts have attempted to
translate and analyze Khayyam's Rubaiyat with various thoughts
and ideas. Due to the existence of different translations, it has been
revealed that Khayyam's fame in Bangladesh has been primarily
influenced by his philosophical and Sufi thoughts. Research on
Bengali translations indicates that Bengali readers have sought to
comprehend and address the challenges of their daily lives in
Khayyam's Rubaiyat, aiming to benefit society through these
translations. Most contemporary writers and critics believe that the
translation by the national poet of Bangladesh, Kazi Nazrul Islam,
Is the most clear and understandable version of Khayyam's Rubaiyat
in Bengali.
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