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ABSTRACT

This article discusses the study of the first translations of
Khayyam's Rubaiyat in Italy. Preliminary studies have shown
that the initial translations of these poems were taken from an
intermediate language, typically English or French. The English
version most commonly used and referenced by Italian
translators is the translation by Edward Fitzgerald, a renowned
English scholar of Khayyam, through which Khayyam's poems
and philosophy were introduced to the Western world.

The article also highlights the challenges Italian translators face
due to their limited understanding of the profound meanings of
Sufism and mysticism that form the foundation of Khayyam's
Rubaiyat. It examines translations directly from Persian
manuscripts and discusses why these translations are superior to
earlier ones.

Furthermore, the article mentions a translation by a non-Italian
translator in Italy, considered one of the best Italian translations
for its interpretation of the deep meanings of Khayyam's poems
and for conveying his teachings to Italian readers.
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Introduction

The sage Omar Khayyam became known in the West as a
mathematician, philosopher, and scientist after the
publication of his studies on algebra and geometry in
1851. As his reputation as a poet spread among
Westerners, scholars and writers began to explore his
literary and philosophical works. It is widely recognized
that his fame outside of Iran is largely due to the profound
philosophical insights and aesthetic exploration found in
his quatrains, particularly in the Anglo-Saxon world. It
could be said that Khayyam enjoys greater recognition in
the West than in his homeland.Khayyam's quatrains delve
into themes of life's brevity, contemplation of death,
nothingness, silence, and the limitations of human
intellect and reason. They also touch upon human
vulnerability in the face of existence's mysteries and
enigmas. Scholars, influenced by the theories of Sheikh
Nagham al-Din Razi, also known as Daya and author of
Mersad al-lbad in 1223 AD, have proposed three main
interpretations of Khayyam's poems: some view him as a
philosopher and logician who rejects any religious aspects
of life, including the existence of God; others see him as
a mystic, imbuing mystical imagery with deep
philosophical and logical dimensions; and a third group
considers him a sage, philosopher, and mathematician
who crafted a meticulously calculated poetic system.
Through mathematical principles, Khayyam used the
quatrain structure to express his literary and artistic
concerns, as well as his reflections on the universe.

Material & Methods

This article aims to explore the reasons behind the popularity of
Khayyam's Rubaiyat among Italian translators and writers, as
well as the challenges faced by Italian translators in interpreting
Khayyam's work. Through a historical analysis and data-driven
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approach, it is evident that translations directly from Persian
manuscripts are superior to previous versions. Additionally, a
notable non-Italian translator who resided in Italy will be
discussed for their exceptional interpretation of Khayyam's
poetry, effectively conveying its profound meanings to the
Italian audience.

Discussion
The English translations of Edward Fitzgerald in 1859 and

Nicholas in 1870 sparked interest in Khayyam's work in Europe.
Prior to these translations, Khayyam was primarily known as a
mathematician and philosopher. What captivates Western
readers in Khayyam's poems is the mystery of creation. His
verses touch on the brevity of life, the inevitability of death, and
the transient nature of joy and sorrow. He invites readers to
embrace the present moment, indulge in knowledge, music, and
wine, without worrying about the future or the afterlife. The
interplay of joy, sorrow, death, and love in Khayyam's poetry is
masterfully woven and appeals to Western audiences.

In Europe, Khayyam is often viewed in two distinct ways: as a
rational poet who questions the existence of God through logic
and mathematics, and as a mystical poet deeply connected to
spirituality and the pursuit of divine love.

The first Italian translator of Khayyam's Rubaiyat was Italo
Pizzi, who translated directly from Persian due to his familiarity
with the language. Vittorio Gottardi, a renowned Italian
politician and translator, also translated Khayyam's work. His
introduction delves into the influence of Sufism on Khayyam's
ideas. Fulvia Faruffini, another Italian translator, contributed to
bringing Khayyam's work to a wider audience. However, the
most recent and notable Italian translation was published in 1999
by Sayyid Omar Ali Shah, an Afghan scholar well-versed in
classical Persian. Shah's translation effectively conveys the
nuances of Sufism and mysticism present in Khayyam's
Rubaiyat to Italian readers.
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Results & Conclusions

The study revealed the significant impact of Fitzgerald's
translation of Khayyam's Rubaiyat on Western society,
particularly in Europe. Italian translators, influenced by
Fitzgerald's work, sought to capture the essence of
Khayyam's verses. The concise yet profound themes in
the Rubaiyat resonated with Western readers, exploring
creation, mortality, joy, and sorrow, while inviting
readers to embrace knowledge, music, and the present
moment.

French translations of Khayyam's Rubaiyat were found to
be more faithful to the original text, incorporating key
concepts of Iranian Sufism and mysticism. This led to the
formation of two distinct perceptions of Khayyam in the
West and Italy: a logical poet questioning the existence of
God, and a mystical poet driven by spirituality and divine
love.

Italo Pizzi and Vittorio Gottardi were among the first
Italian translators of Khayyam's Rubaiyat, contributing
significantly to the understanding of Khayyam's work in
Europe. However, Sayyid Omar Ali Shah's translation,
with its deep understanding of Sufism and mysticism,
stands out as a superior rendition that sheds light on the
spiritual dimensions of Khayyam's poetry, making it a
valuable addition to existing translations.
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