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ABSTRACT

The structure, laws, and functioning of the world system have
influenced the design and organization of government development
programs, aligning them with the principles and rules of the system.
The global concept of development and modernization discourse is
rooted in ontological, epistemological, anthropological, and
philosophical foundations that emerged in the modern era. These ideas
are now evident in technology, empirical sciences, and economic,
political, and social development. Imperialism and Western hegemony
have played a role in dismantling pre-capitalist economic systems and
establishing a system of global economic dependence and
modernization based on relevant indicators.As the Islamic-Iranian
model of progress emerges as an alternative to Western development
in Islamic countries, it is important to explore its principles. This study,
using critical analysis, aims to assess the conditions and requirements
for implementing this model and the challenges faced by Islamic
societies. The central question being addressed is: "Can Islamic
societies adopt the Islamic-Iranian model of progress for economic or
comprehensive growth, as opposed to Western development theories?"
Introduction

Development is a central issue in the humanities and a dominant
paradigm in today's societies that encompasses various cultural,
economic, political, and social dimensions. Since the discussion of
development first emerged, this issue has been defined and evaluated
through various approaches. These approaches have primarily aimed to
establish a comprehensive index for measuring and comparing the level
of development in different countries to assess their progress.
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The concept of development emerged in response to profound social
changes in European societies, which had multiple interconnected
dimensions and aspects. However, focusing on a specific dimension
while neglecting others, especially in non-Western developing
countries, has had detrimental effects. Successful development in these
societies can only be achieved through a deep, comprehensive, and
consensus-based understanding of their fundamental political and
economic variables in the context of the modern world.This article
evaluates the experiences of Islamic countries regarding development
and explores how it is realized in practice.

Material & Methods

This research aims to examine the Islamic-lranian model as an Islamic
economic model and an alternative to the Western development
paradigm. It also seeks to evaluate the theoretical feasibility of
implementing this model, its practical application, and the challenges
facing this model in the Republic of Azerbaijan as a case study. The
research question is: What is the fundamental difference between the
Western free-market economic model (capitalist economy) as the
dominant economic system in the world, and the Islamic-Iranian model
of progress? Despite the differences between these two economic
systems, their ontological, epistemological, and worldview nature, as
well as the functions and mechanisms of the hegemonic economy of
the West and Islamic economic thought, what practical and applied
solutions exist for establishing this innovative and alternative
economic system and model?

The purpose of this research is to investigate the conditions and
theoretical feasibility of establishing an Islamic-Iranian model of
progress in Islamic societies, specifically in the case of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, which shares significant cultural, social, historical, and
identity affinity with Iran. Can Islamic countries, by structurally and
functionally breaking away from the global economic system and
severing economic and financial relations with the Western capitalist
system, achieve an Islamic model of progress in their Muslim society?
The study method is a descriptive-analytical method based on critical
analysis.

Discussion of Results & Conclusions

The studies showed that the capitalist system and its performance,

as well as its material development model, are incompatible with
the Islamic-Iranian model of progress. This model is based on the
connection of religion and politics, social justice, anti-oppression,
anti-arrogance, and negation of wealth accumulation. Since the
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15th century, the capitalist system has attempted to eradicate all
forms of non-capitalist production in non-Western countries by
establishing the institution of colonialism and economic-political-
military imperialism. Subsequently, using imperialism, it
continued to rule the capitalist system and created a system of
global and comprehensive dependence. Therefore, establishing
and formulating an Islamic-Iranian model of progress requires a
struggle with the capitalist economic discourse and acceptance
among countries with similar interests. Without transforming into
a global system, the economy will become insular and decline.
Most countries in the world today have systems based on secular
thought and a capitalist economic model that differs from Islamic
thought. These countries are strongly integrated into the global
economic system and have become dependent on this economy.
The main function of imperialism and the global economic
dependency system is to prevent these countries from breaking
away from the capitalist system and to consolidate and strengthen
these economic, political, and cultural ties. The economic
dependency system has caused each country in this system to
perform its duty in line with strengthening the capitalist system.
Severing this relationship leads to economic collapse.

In order to improve economic conditions, attract foreign
investment, and secure financial capital to initiate the
development process, Third World countries need to utilize
foreign investment and benefit from the presence of foreign and
multinational companies. This means integrating into the global
economic system and unconditionally accepting economic
relations and the laws of liberal and capitalist economics. The
capitalist economic system also relies on the mineral, oil, and
agricultural products of these countries. According to the
dependency theory, breaking away from these economic relations
is very difficult and even impossible.

The establishment of the Islamic-lranian model of progress, due
to its monotheistic, anti-exploitation, and anti-material nature,
does not have much similarity with the economic system
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prevailing in the global arena. Therefore, there is a possibility of
severing ties with the global economy by establishing this
alternative economy. However, severing ties between developing
countries and the global banking and financial system can lead to
problems such as deprivation of foreign investment and the entry
of science and technology. In such conditions, these countries
may face serious problems in the development process and
become isolated and economically deprived. Therefore,
designing and theorizing the method of breaking away from
capitalist economic relations is crucial in establishing an Islamic-
Iranian model of progress.

The most important issue in theorizing is confronting and
overcoming the Western colonial and hegemonic economy and
system. Designing an Islamic economy alone is not sufficient to
establish and implement this model. This article suggests that a
coordinated economic bloc of countries should be formed to
establish an egalitarian, anti-discriminatory economy that
opposes the capitalist monopoly economy. By eliminating the
economic monopoly of this system, an Islamic-lranian model of
progress can be established. Without this basic idea and theory, it
is impossible to confront and fight the hegemony and domination
of the Western economy.
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