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ABSTRACT

The Safavid government was the first centralized and independent
Shiite-based political system to gain power in Iran and created a new
structure for the Iranian political system. The aim of this article is to
explain and evaluate the role of the Safavid kings as key figures in
shaping new structures in the political, governmental, and social
arenas during this important historical period. In particular, this
article seeks to answer the question of what measures and strategies
the Safavid sultans used to advance social reconstruction and
modernization and implement structural changes in Iran

A historical study with a descriptive, data-driven approach and
analysis of historical data showed that the foundation of the Safavid
government was based on the principle of absolute sovereignty. The
Safavid kings devoted themselves to establishing and strengthening
new political, financial, and administrative institutions and
regulations in various ways, especially through ideological
approaches. They played a fundamental and dynamic role in
creating and advancing new governmental and social structures,
innovating in consolidating power, ensuring religious legitimacy,
exerting the influence of Shiite jurists, and carrying out political and
administrative reforms in Iranian society.

Introduction

The Safavid government is considered one of the most important
historical governments in Iran. It was established in 907 AH and led
to significant developments in both domestic and foreign
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dimensions. The Safavid government was the first to achieve
national unity in Iran, with the sultans playing a crucial role in
organizing and Social reconstruction and modernization the
government. They were the primary center of power in Iran. This
article aims to examine the actions and performance of the Safavid
sultans in bringing about structural changes in Iran, Social
reconstruction and modernization society, and shaping the
governance structure.

Material & Methods

The actions of the Safavid sultans were crucial in centralizing power
and social reconstruction. They also played a key role in establishing
the political system and transforming administrative and financial
systems in Iran. The main question of this research is: What role did
the Safavid kings play in shaping social reconstruction and
transforming the political, administrative, and governmental
structure of Iran? The hypothesis suggests that the actions of the
Safavid kings, in addition to giving identity to Iranian society,
formalized Shiism, altered administrative, civil, and judicial
structures, and solidified Shiism's political and religious power in
Iran. The research method used in this article is the historical
method, focusing on precise data description, analysis, and
inference.

Discussion

During the Safavid era, a unified Iran with a distinct political
geography was established. The Safavid dynasty in Iran represented
the first religious and national government of Iran, reviving and
solidifying the Iranian national identity. It can be argued that the
Safavids successfully established a centralized Iranian national
government. They made efforts to transform and reconstruction the
legal and political structure of the Safavid government system, as
well as reconstruction the divisions within the government and
country. Historical sources reveal several components and
characteristics of the Safavid kings that were instrumental in
modernizing lIranian society. Firstly, they emphasized Shiism and
spread Shiite characteristics throughout Iran. Secondly, they
strengthened and consolidated Iranian nationalism. The actions of
the Safavid kings in modernizing the government system can be
summarized as follows:
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1. .Establishment of a unified and centralized government with a
single ritual,

2.Pursuit of religious and political legitimacy,

3.Limitation and conditioning of the monarchy's power,

4.Creation of the position of Prime Minister,

5.Reorganization of the administrative structure,

6. Implementation of the theory of separation of powers, especially
during the reign of Shah Tahmasp | based on the decree of 936 AH,
7. Reforms by Shah Abbas I to ensure legitimate rights and freedoms
for ethnic groups and religions.

Results & Conclusions

Studies have shown that the Safavid kings significantly influenced
the governmental and administrative system of their time. The
establishment and dissolution of administrative organizations, the
delineation of their powers and responsibilities, the country's
division, and the appointment of high-ranking officials were all at
the king's discretion. The administrative system of the Safavid era
was largely derived and integrated from the previous government's
administrative system in Iran.

Historical studies indicate that the change in religion in Iran and the
officialization of Shiite religion brought about structural changes.
While the Safavid political system influenced the official Shiite
religion, the administrative law of this period was less influenced by
Shiite political jurisprudence. Nevertheless, some religious-
administrative institutions changed compared to their previous roles
and functions.

Studies have shown that Shia general jurisprudence and political
jurisprudence underwent significant changes, leading to alterations
in other areas of public law and the state. The involvement of Shia
scholars and Safavid sultans highlighted Shia scholars' readiness for
development and revisionism in past tendencies, methods, and
attitudes. This realism in Shia jurisprudence paved the way for new
political developments under the Islamic state's executive and
practical guarantees. Therefore, the Safavid period can be seen as a
"historical turning point" in structural changes and social
renovations.
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