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ABSTRACT
The Muslim Brotherhood movement can be considered the most

important, coherent, and ideological political movement among
Sunnis. While the religious principles and ideological-political
ideals of this movement can be traced back to its late founder,
Hassan al-Banna, changes in policy, intellectual foundations, and
executive approaches have become evident over time due to the
movement's spread to other countries and environmental and social
influences. These changes have been particularly noticeable in the
Tunisian branch of the Brotherhood led by Rachid Ghannouchi. At
the 10th conference of Ennahda, secular Islam was openly
discussed, a departure from the movement's founding principles.
This shift can be attributed to inefficiencies in the executive sphere,
as Ennahda struggled to achieve success in the political arena and
deviated from its core principles to pursue its goals. This article aims
to explore the intellectual transformation of Ennahda, shedding light
on the main components, contexts of change, and factors influencing
the observed transformation. By employing a descriptive-analytical
method based on library and field information and data from
interviews, the article seeks to answer how Ennahda's approaches,
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ideological developments, and performance have evolved from a
movement to a governing entity, and in which areas these changes
have been most pronounced. The findings suggest that Ennahda has
adopted an approach of epistemological minimalism, peaceful
tendencies, and realistic performance in the political realm to
navigate a middle ground with modernity, marking the first step in
its ideological transformation.

Introduction

Since its inception, the Tunisian Islamic Movement has played a
significant role in the country's political and social landscape as a
structured entity. Over the years, the movement has convened ten
congresses to review its structure, organization, programs, and
future policies. Following the Arab uprisings in 2011 and the
Tunisian revolution, Ennahda emerged as the majority party in the
first elections, despite facing defeat in the subsequent parliamentary
elections in 2014. Despite this setback, Ennahda remained a
prominent player in Tunisian politics, securing a majority of
parliamentary seats. The party regained a parliamentary majority in
the 2019 elections, prompting changes and reforms in its thinking,
structure, and organization to engage in new governance, shape
public opinion, and contribute to societal development. The 10th
Congress of the party in 2016 marked a significant moment for
ideological adjustments that had been brewing for years. The
transformation in Ennahda's trajectory reflects a departure from its
initial foundation in response to shifting political dynamics.
Material & Methods

This article delves into intellectual developments, ideological
approaches, and political shifts within the Tunisian Ennahda
movement, aiming to identify the roots of ideological changes over
time. Understanding the movement's initial ideas is crucial to
examining its ideological evolution, with a focus on the leadership
of Rachid Ghannouchi, a key figure in shaping Ennahda's trajectory.
The article explores the main components, catalysts for change, and
factors influencing the transformation in Ennahda's approaches,
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ideological developments, and performance as it transitioned from a
movement to a governing entity. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical
method rooted in historical context, the article draws on library and
field information, including interviews, to analyze the hypotheses
presented.

Discussion of Results & Conclusions

The findings highlight Ennahda'’s strategic shift towards modernity
through an epistemological minimalism approach, peaceful
tendencies, and pragmatic performance in politics. By interpreting
political principles, social foundations, and religious components
with logical arguments, Ennahda seeks to strike a balance between
tradition and modernity, marking a significant ideological
transformation. Rachid Ghannouchi's decisions and statements have
reshaped the identity of the Tunisian Brotherhood, transitioning it
from a transnational movement to a national party. This shift
signifies a departure from its previous associations and underscores
Ennahda's evolving role in Tunisian politics.
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