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Iranians living in Europe provided great attraction for
European researchers, leading to the emergence of a large
generation of Iranologists in the second half of the twentieth
century in Europe. They created important works in various
fields such as linguistics, philology, history, literature, art,
manuscripts, archaeology, architecture, Islamic religions and
sects, mysticism, Sufism, and other branches of Iranian
culture and civilization.

It is certain that, despite the fact that Orientalism and
Iranology have always been linked to political issues,
European Iranologists played a crucial role in recognizing
Iranian identity and helping to understand and develop the
foundations of Iranian nationalism. Although there has been
some criticism of their research, the methods and approaches
of these Iranologists have been continued by Iranian
researchers as a model for research in these fields. The most
significant influence of the great European Iranologists on
Iranian researchers was the issue of methodology, or
"methodology”, which had a great impact on the
methodicalization and scientificization of humanities and
Iranology research in Iran.

Introduction

It is certain that, despite the fact that Orientalism and
Iranology have always been linked to political issues,
European Iranologists played a crucial role in recognizing
Iranian identity and helping to understand and develop the
foundations of Iranian nationalism. Although there has been
some criticism of their research, the methods and approaches
of these Iranologists have been continued by Iranian
researchers as a model for research in these fields. The most
significant influence of the great European Iranologists on
Iranian researchers was the issue of methodology, or
"methodology”, which had a great impact on the
methodicalization and scientificization of humanities and
Iranology research in Iran.

Material & Methods

Iranian Studies is a relatively new term that originated in the
world of Orientalism. Based on the definition that Iranology
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refers to the knowledge of various aspects of Iranian culture
and civilization acquired through extensive scientific and
scholarly research, different types of Iranologists can be
identified. According to this definition, three groups can be
distinguished and examined: 1. Supportive Iranologists, 2.
Abstaining Iranologists, and 3. Hostile Iranologists.

The question then arises: what were the factors that
influenced European governments in their understanding of
Iran? How have European Iranologists impacted Iranological
approaches in lIran and globally? The main hypothesis
suggests that the significant influence of prominent
European Iranologists on Iranian researchers lies in the realm
of methodology, specifically in terms of research
methodology. This influence has greatly contributed to the
methodical and scientific approach to humanities and
Iranological research in Iran.

Given the historical nature of this study, the research
methodology involves describing the status of Iranology in
the West, analyzing behaviors and practices, and evaluating
their works to comprehend their impact on Iranology both
nationally and internationally.

Discussion of Results & Conclusions

The Christian West and Europe have long sought to establish
a distinct, specific, and independent identity for themselves.
In doing so, they have often defined the East as the "other",
leading to a process of "othering"” that allowed them to re-
identify themselves in opposition to the East. This process
was crucial in shaping cultural elements and knowledge in
Europe, ultimately leading to the creation of Orientalism as
a means to distinguish and build a European identity against
the East.

Despite the undeniable civilizational background and
cultural antiquity of the East, Westerners have historically
viewed the East as primitive and discounted its civilization.
This attitude has led to a perception that Western culture is
objective and empirical, while Eastern culture is poetic and
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Imaginative, and therefore backward and traditionalist.
Westerners have often viewed the preservation of Eastern
culture as a hindrance to progress, believing that to advance,
societies in the East must emulate the West in all aspects.
This mindset can be traced back to the colonial era, when the
West began to exploit the culture and civilization of the East
for political and ideological gain. This history underscores
the complex relationship between the West and the East, and
sheds light on the power dynamics at play in shaping cultural
identities.
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