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ABSTRACT
Among the approaches of Orientalists in Islamic studies in the West,

there is the Islam phobic approach. Ibn Warraq is one of the most
prominent contemporary Orientalists who, by adopting a
pseudonym and calling himself "Salman Rushdie I1," has taken
steps to promote his works in line with a false and hostile image
of Islam, indicating an effort to reflect his thoughts widely. The
present study aims to use a descriptive-analytical method while
reviewing Ibn Warraqg's views to criticize and examine the way
the image of Islam is represented in his works. The research
shows that Ibn Warraq's works are filled with criticisms of Islam;
he tries to portray a frightening and hateful Islam in the minds of
his audience by presenting a negative image of Islam. Given the
intensity of Islamophobia evident in his works and the clear
political goals he pursues, one should not expect academic work
from him. Therefore, his works are devoid of critical thinking
and a scientific approach.

Introduction
Islamophobia is a contemporary term that originates from the

response of non-Muslim societies to Muslims. It refers to the
fear, hatred, or discrimination against Islam or Muslims in
general, particularly when used for geopolitical purposes or to
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depict malicious or stereotypical actions against Muslims and
Islam. Therefore, "Islamophobia” encompasses criminal, hostile,
hateful, and prejudiced behaviors towards Muslims or Islam .In
essence, Islamophobia, which involves prejudice and fear
towards Muslims, arises from the negative characterization of
Muslims as a whole and the perception of Islam as a malevolent
religion conspiring against Westerners. Islamophobia can be
viewed as a subset of the field of prejudice .In a broad analysis,
it can be acknowledged that Islamophobia and Orientalism are
similar yet distinct phenomena. Orientalism encompasses a wide
range of views that may be either fair or pessimistic, whereas
Islamophobia emphasizes prejudices and negative stereotypes
against Islam. Therefore, Islamophobia stands apart from
Orientalism and is evident in various academic disciplines,
media outlets, newspapers, books, etc. "Western Islamic
Studies," as a branch of Orientalist academic studies, serves as a
platform for the manifestation of Islamophobia. One prominent
figure who contributes to a distorted image of Islam within the
realm of Orientalism is Ibn Warrag. Unfortunately, there is a lack
of criticism and evaluation of such perspectives in our country.
This study aims to critique and analyze his portrayal of Islam.

Material & Methods
Ibn Warraq is a modern skeptic who identifies himself as a

modernist. He raises several questions by compiling previous
discussions on the historical value of Islamic texts regarding the
prophetic life and the life of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), as
well as related topics in the first two centuries of the Hijri
calendar. Ibn Warraq, referencing scholars like Ignaz Goldziher
and Joseph Schacht, deems many of these discussions
scientifically flawed due to their criticism of verses and hadiths.
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Drawing on the works of scholars such as John Wensbrough,
Patricia Crone, and Michael Cook, he highlights the lack of
reliable sources on the life of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).
The main question that arises is: what is Ibn Warraq's objective
in raising controversial issues in Islamic history? What is his
approach to historical research? It appears that his goal is
political, and his scholarly efforts, rather than being purely
scientific, engage with historical and religious matters in a
confrontational manner under the influence of Orientalism. The
methodology employed in this article is the historical method,
which involves describing and analyzing events.

Discussion of Results & Conclusions
Since most of Ibn Warraq's works are filled with criticism of the

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), the Holy Quran, and Islam and
Muslims in general, studies have shown that he has made every
effort to portray Islam and Muslims as inferior to the West in
order to "Otherize" them. A study of his works has shown that
Islam is represented and introduced as a violent, war-loving, and
terrorist-supporting religion in his works. In fact, Ibn Warraq has
replaced historical evidence with his own personal
interpretations by adopting an extreme skepticism approach to
Islamic sources. Given the clear political goals he pursues, he has
engaged in ideological operations with a hostile approach rather
than a scientific approach under the shadow of Orientalism. 1bn
Warraq considers himself entitled to any insult and ridicule of
Islamic principles, and by writing books, articles, and lectures,
especially in Western universities and with the help of the media,
he has made a targeted effort to promote Islamophobia among
Western and Islamic societies.
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