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Martin Kramer and the Critique of Traditional Approaches
to Middle Eastern Studies

Esmaeil Tagizadeh

Martin Kramer is one of the followers of intellectual circle of Bernard Lewis, the
Jewish scholar on Islam. In this article, Kramer embarks on the critique of meth-
ods in Middle Eastern studies in US universities and centers of Middle Eastern
studies. He believes that the ideas of American-Palestinian thinker, Edward Said,
has overshadowed the centers of Middle Eastern studies and that these centers
have not been able to give an accurate analysis and recognition of the status of
Middle Eastern countries to American politicians. He is in the opinion that centers
of Middle Eastern studies have not been successful in analyzing and identifying
political, intellectual and social conditions of Middle Eastern countries.

Oxford Center for Islamic Studies and its Activities

Taher Rahmani

The Oxford Center for Islamic Studies (OCIS) is one of the most important aca-
demic centers in the field of Islamic studies in Western countries. It was estab-
lished in 1984 in the most prestigious university of England with the support of
some Arabic governments. So far, OCIS has carried out significant studies about
Islam and Muslims, one of the best instances of which is the Atlas Project con-
cerned with the intellectual roots of Muslim civilization and social movements in
the Islamic world.

Book Review

Elham Bazdar

The authors introduces the book of Muslims in 2 1st Century Europe: Structural and
Cultural Perspectives (edited by Anna Triandafyllidou) and gives the viewpoints
of eight contributors about the political, social and cultural status of Muslims in
Germany, England, France, Greece, Netherlands, Italy, Sweden and Spain.



A British Approach to Islamic Studies in 2001 to 2011
Jamileh Kaukabi

Islamic Studies in Britain has found a new approach after the two important events
of September 11, 2011 and London bombing attacks in July 2007. From 2001
to 2007, British interest in Islamic studies has grown, but this interest has been
strengthened due to London events. During the past five years, British govern-
ment has allocated a great budget for research projects on Islam and Muslims and
in this way has made efforts to influence the area of Islamic studies. For instance,
we can refer to specifying the orientation of the researches and sometimes recom-
mendation of some subjects such as "moderate Islam" and "the convergence of
British Muslims with social and political system of the country", etc., and at times
has prevented writing about certain topics including "Islamic Jihad" and "politi-
cal Islam", etc. This article focuses on the growth of Islamic studies in Britain in
the past decade as well as the efforts of the British government to influence this
field.

The Typology of Islamic Academic Journals in non- Muslim
countries

Fatemeh amirikhani Farahani

At present, more than 1700 Islamic journal are published throughout the world
out of which 196 journals are recognized as academic that pay attention to vari-
ous issues of Islam and Muslims. These academic journals are divided into two
groups of specialized and non-specialized. 74 journals deal with different topics of
Quranic studies, Islamic art, manuscripts, book reviews, Islamic law and Islamic
finance and economy, etc. Most of Islamic academic journals are published in
western countries, particularly in USA, Britain and Netherlands.

Chinese Muslims and Western Scholars; from Illusion

to Reality
Adel vKhani

Western scholars have passed several stages in the recognition of Chinese Mus-
lims. During the first stage, Christian missionaries entered China and tried to con-
vert Muslims to Christianity with a religious and political motivation behind their
objective. At the second stage, from 1947 to Deng Xiaoping's period, Western
scholars were not allowed to enter China and as a result they were not able to con-
tinue their studies. However, in the last three decades, after the opening of closed
doors to Western scholars, they have embarked on an accurate study on Chinese

Muslims.



Islamic studies in the United States of America; from
Structure to Academic Growth

kiyomars Amiri

A survey into the process of Islamic Studies in America during the last 3 decades
shows that after the victory of Iranian Islamic Revolution in 1979, there is observed
more interest in the study of Islam. However, after September 11, 2011 these inter-
ests have increased and American academic and political institutions have endeav-
ored a great deal to support centers and institutions for Islamic studies. Now, Is-
lamic studies is carried out through The Middle East Studies Association (MESA),
The American Academy of Religion (AAR) and Council of American Overseas
Research Centers (CAORC) as well as centers of Middle Eastern studies, depart-
ments of religious studies, institutions of Oriental studies, non-academic centers
active in Islamic studies and private associations. Indicators such as the increase
in articles of academic journals, the growth in the number of Islamic centers, the
increase of student theses, and the increase of books on Islam and Muslims show
that Islamic studies in America has witnessed a strong and precipitous growth in
the past decade.

An Interview with Prof. Stephen Leeder on "Possibil-
ity and Abstention in Islamic Studies and Oriental
Studies"

Social Archeology and Iranian Studies

Shapoor Ravasani

In this article, the author deals with the relationship between sociology and arche-
ology and the mistakes of Western scholars in their studies on Oriental countries.
In this way, the author shows that a great number of researches done by Western
archeologists on Iran and Oriental countries are not consistent with the facts.

The Scholars of Arab World and Masterpieces of

Persian Literature
Seyed Mohammad Sadre Hashemi

Arab scholars have been interested in masterpieces of Persian literature such as
Ferdosi's Shahnameh, Rumi's Masnavi, Hafiz's Divan, Sadi's Golestan and Bustan
and Khayyam's Rubaiyat (quatrains). They have translated and some parts of these
works into Arabic language and have published so many works about these mas-
terpieces. In the present paper, the author introduces some translations and writ-

ings of Arab scholars of Iranian studies.



Ultra-analysis on Iranian Studies in Germany
Mahvash Amoozgar

By exercising the ultra-analysis methodology and relying upon Iranian research-
ers, the author studies the status of Iranian studies in Germany after the victory of
Islamic Revolution in Iran. He concludes his article by mentioning that in 2001s,
Iranian scholars began to write essays on German Iranologists and Iranology cen-
ters in Germany. However in 2011s more Iranian scholars showed their interest in
the status of Iranian studies in Germany. The author also comes to this conclusion
that a great part of researches and studies lack academic methods, hypothesis and
field studies and so far there is not a full research based on a well-defined theory
and an academic methodology.

The Glamour of City of the Dead: A Visit to Thatta, a
Relic of the Most Glorious Period of Iranian language

and literature
Ghasem Saf

The author, one of the experts on Indian Subcontinent, surveys the status of Per-
sian language and literature in India and Pakistan as well as the 800-year presence
of Iranian culture in this region. Mentioning the tombs of magistrates, rulers and
academic and religious figures in the large Makli cemetery near Thatta in Paki-
stani Sindh Province and Persian transcripts on their gravestones, he argues that
these transcripts are symbols and representations of the most magnificent era of
Iranian language and literature in the Subcontinent.

Al-Biruni, the Anthropologist
Ali Bolookbashi

Dr. Ali Bolukbashi, one of the well-known anthropologists of Iran, discusses the
ethnographic thoughts in the works of Abu Rayhan Al-Biruni. In his opinion, most
of the researchers have worked on Biruni's astronomy, mathematics, physics, his-
toriography, geography and religious studies and have paid less attention to his
anthropologic ideas and viewpoints. The author touches upon Al-Biruni's use of
accepted methodologies of anthropology such as participatory observation, cita-
tion of written and oral sources, and evaluation and criticism of related themes.
Then he mentions some examples of Al-Biruni's anthropologic methodology in
religious studies.



Interview with Dr. Ishaq Salahi, Head of National Library
and Archives of I.R. of Iran

Researchers of Iran and Islam portray our individual and social life, history, cul-
ture and religious teachings. Some of these scholars study and research on Islam,
Iran and Muslims with an academic motivation and some with political and eco-
nomic one. One of the responsibilities of Natinal Library and Archives of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran is finding, keeping and protecting written heritage of Islam
and Iran. This organization spots and compiles works on Islam and Iran abroad
and makes them available for researchers. The present journal aims at introducing
the works of researchers of Iran and Islam, recogizing and introducing centers of

Iranian and Islamic studies as well as introducing dissertations on Islam and Iran.

The Colloquy of Dr. Mohammad Reza Khaki with Dr.
Mir Jalaleddin Kazazi on the concept of Iran, Iranian
Studies and the difference between foreigners'
Iranology and Iranians' Iranology

Concerning the meaning of Iranian Studies

Naser Takmil Homauoon

This article focuses on the difference between the two concepts of Iranian studies
and the study of Iran. At first the author gives a definition of cultural Iran and con-
siders Iranian studies as understanding of Iranian culture. In doing so, the author
refers to various approaches to understanding of Iran and concludes that cultural

Iran should be the pivotal point in this field.
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