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Bayat, Asef (2013) Post-Islamism : The Changing Faces of Political Islam.

Oxford University Press, 368p.
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Islam and Poland: On the Occasion of 150th Anniversary of the
Complete Translation of Quran to Polish
Alireza Dolatshahi
This article deals with the entrance of Islam to Poland and the relations
between Polish-Lithuanian Union and Muslim countries as well as the Pol-
ish translation of Quran. The first complete translation of Quran into Polish
is carried out by a Muslim Tatar Polish, lan Mira Tarak Buchtski In 1858.
Among other Polish translations of Quran, one should mention the transla-
tion of some parts of Quran in 1935 by Dr. Jacob Cinkiyovich.

Academic Centers of Islamic Studies in India
Ali Fuladi
The vast country of India, with a population of more than 1 billion people,
is home to roughly 177 million Muslims. This dense population has cre-
ated its own academic, cultural, social and economic organization along-
side the majority of Hindus. Academic centers are among the institutions
that Muslims have established for studying and teaching subjects on Islam
and Muslims. Although these institutions and centers are scattered in dif-
ferent states and cities in India, they all aim at teaching and studying Islam,
Arabic language and history of Islam. Since there are no available Persian
sources about academic centers of Islamic studies in India, the author in
this article has made an effort to introduce the most important and active
groups, departments and universities which are engaged in Islamic studies.




The Contributing Role of India in the Promotion of Iranian-Islamic %

Culture and Civilization in Southeast Asia
Mohammad-Ali Rabbani
There is a great literature on ancient ties between Iran and India and the
role of Iranians in the cultural growth and promotion of Subcontinent as
well as the impact of India on Iranian and Islamic culture and civilization.
Available works implies that cultural ties between Iran and India has not
been limited to their borders; rather, the deep and strong links between
these two nations and cultures has permeated to farther lands and has left
tremendous impacts in other places. This article investigates the effective
and constructive role that Indian Muslims, intentionally or unintentionally,
have played in the promotion of Iranian Islamic culture in Southeast Asia.

Islam, the Cultural Factor of Development of the West
Powell Quintech

This article deals with the history of Muslims relation and that how Islam
entered Europe through Andalusia and Sicily. It also mentions some indi-
cation of influence and presence of religious teachings and Islamic culture
of Muslims among Europeans. In another part of the article, the author
explains the impact of Islamic culture on academic fields in Medieval Eu-
rope, particularly in Spain and introduces some examples of this impact in
the fields of medicine, astronomy, architecture and arts

The Europeans and Islam; From Hatred and Enmity to Understand-
ing and Dialogue
Shahram Taghizadeh-Ansari

In the Middle Ages, Christians' view on Islam and Prophet Mohammad
was biased and hostile. They introduced him as an illiterate and untruthful
man and a magician. The Crusaders triggered these hostilities and hence
wrong prejudices and negative reflections against Islam and Muslims in-
tensified. In 17th century, the Enlightenment, out of Christianity issues and
its competition with Islam, prepared the conditions for a true judgment on
Islam and Prophet Mohammad. Hence, some considered Islam as a more
developed religion than Christianity and regarded Mohammad as a wise,
reformist and law-abiding man. In the second half of 19th century, scholars
by academic ways and from a historical and linguistic approach, suggested
some principles and methods for a better understanding of the Prophet of
Islam and his works.
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influenced the destiny of their neighboring nations and have been able to
produce artistic and literary works with a global value. To the author, Ira-
nian culture and Persian language have turned into an international means
of world belief in Asia and Iranian governance practices have been very
prevalent in Asia. Furthermore, Iranian culture and Persian language have
created the deep feeling of Iranian national identity which is more than
anything else rooted in cultural foundations of Iranian people.

Interview with Prof. Karl Heinz Ohlig, about the Early History of
Islam and a Historical-Critical Approach to Fundamental Islamic
Sources
For Muslims, Quran and the Life of Prophet Mohammad and his theo-
retical and practical conduct are the infallible truth. Muslim scholars look
at Islam and its holy prophet from inside the religion. On the contrary,
non-Muslim scholars regard them from outside the religion and study Mu-
hammadian faith and the conducts and behaviors of the last messenger of
God in the theoretical framework of sciences such as sociology of religion,
modern theology, philosophy of religion and psychology of religion by
relying on common methodologies. One of the subjects which has been
under scrutiny by Islamic scholars, linguists and historians, is studying the
history of Islam from a historical-critical approach. In this interview, Prof.
Karl Heinz Ohlig talks about the findings of the researches in this regard
and pictures a very new image of the emergence of Islam, Islamic histori-

ography and the personality of Prophet Mohammad.

Chinese Translations of Quran and Their Contribution to the Spread
of Islamic Culture in India
Fatemeh Asra Abd-al-Seyyed Hossein/ Ali-Mohammad Sabeghi

Islam was promoted in India in a unique way. Its spread was mostly based
on population growth and not on the development of religious teachings.
Therefore, the first complete translation of Quran to Chinese ended in the
30th decade of 20th century. At first, only some parts of Quran were trans-
lated, but the complete task was done after that. At present, this Quran is
kept in the Province of Yunnan. Translation of Quran began in the last days
of Ming Dynasty and early days of Ching Dynasty, but nobody tried to
make a complete translation. In this article, the author has introduced most
of Chinese translations of Quran.




ings, translations, and researches and so on. A part of this list is dedicated%

to translation of some works from Persian to Arabic which contains a vast
domain of literature, history, geography, art and architecture, translation
and so on. This shows Arabs' broader and deeper understanding of Iranians
and their related subjects and issues.

An Overview at the Beginning of Iranian Studies in Lithuania
Alireza Dolatshahi

Orientalism in Lithuania has been always overshadowed by Polish or Rus-
sian Orientalism. Even, in some historical junctures, the shadow of Swed-
ish orientalism is found. Orientalism in Lithuania was formed in Stefan
Batory University in Vilnius. This university is one of the oldest ones in
Eastern Europe, which was established in 16th century or, more exactly, in
1579. The Center of Oriental Studies was founded in the early 19th centu-
ry. The need to learning oriental languages in academic level in Lithuania
can be attributed to Count lan Patotski (1761-1815).

Iran in the Eyes of Singaporean Photographer, Mandy Tay
Jahangir Shambayati

Today, photography and screening are necessary tools for anthropologists.
This group of anthropologists, who enjoy great respect, try to make an
accurate study and investigation on a subject from different aspects and
angles by following technical points and paying attention to the content or
the subject. One of these anthropologist photographers, who has published
photos and a two-minute video on Iran and Iranians in social networks
and internet, is 33-years old Singaporean art photographer living in Dubai,
Mandy Tay. In his video and photos about customs, ritual concepts and cul-
tural diversity in some cities of Iran, Tay shows some aspects of lifestyle
and occupation of different social classes in Iran.

Iran: The Story of a Victorious Identity
Gherardo Gnoli
This article deals with the concept and nature of Iran and shows that the
name of "Iran" brings to mind one of the greatest cultures in the world.
By mentioning some examples of Iranian art, philosophy, religion and lit-
erature of ancient and middle period, the author claims that Iranians have
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Recognition of Event Narrators and Personalities of Iran in Ancient
and Islamic Periods
Shapoor Ravasani

With an overview of what has been published in our society about Iranian
history in ancient and Islamic era, one will find the necessity of and aca-
demic study of these two important periods which had political, cultural
and economic relationship and make a history of unity. Without under-
standing Iranian society in ancient period and recognizing its economic
structure as well as political and social events during the Islamic period,
the social events and changes or Iranian society in the present time can-
not be explained. Taking the afore-mentioned points into consideration,
it seems that an academic research emphasizing on the unity of politics,
culture and economics as well as class structure Iran's history in ancient
and Islamic periods is missing and needs the efforts of smart researchers
and historians

Iranian Studies in the Indian Subcontinent
Ali-Mohammad Tarafdari

Discussion on status and dimensions of Iranian studies in Indian Subcon-
tinent has not a long history. Basically, engaging in historical, cultural and
Islamic subjects of Indian Subcontinent in Iran and by Iranian researchers
has been always limited to wide spread of Persian language and literature
in this region. Scholars in Iran and Subcontinent (India, Pakistan and Ban-
gladesh) so far have mainly worked on the extent and prevalence of Per-
sian language and literature in Indian Subcontinent from middle centuries
to British colonial rule in India. However, the status of Iranian studies and
study centers on this field has been neglected. In this article, the author
introduces the most important and notable scholars and centers that work
on Iranian studies and Persian language and literature.

Iranian Studies in the Arab World
Seyyed Mostafa Mataba'echi Esfahani
Iranian relations with the Arab world has witnessed ups and down, espe-
cially in the last 50 years. Our understanding and knowledge of our Arab
neighbors is naive, simplistic and unreal. In contrast, their knowledge
about Iran and Iranians is more and deeper. The following list is a selection
of what Arabs have done on Iran in the last 50 years which includes writ-
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cultural, civilization, religious and artistic attractiveness and splendor of
Iranians have drawn the attention and interest of foreigners. The author
believes that the ways to know Iran includes these factors: loving Iran,
defining boundaries of Iran's cultural domain, and distinguishing main top-
ics from minor ones. Loving Iran means to respect this ancient land and
its people; not to belittle one's own past; not to destroy its heritage; and
not to contaminate Persian language, the pillar of national identity, with
foreign terms. Loving Iran is defending the borders of our country against
the enemies.

Iranian Studies: A Renewed Response to Increasing Questions

Gholamreza Khaki
Some Iranologists and a number of Iranian researchers have posed a fun-
damental question and have discussed about it: "Where is Iran?" Iran is
the subject of Iranian studies science and can be analyzed from differ-
ent angles. Iranian studies is a method to get knowledge from Iran from
past to present which includes investigating the history, literature, art, cul-
ture, works and languages of Iran. In a logical examination, Iran might be
viewed by two approaches:
1. Iran as a historical reality in the past (historical Iran)
2. Iran as a cultural reality (an Iran beyond time)
Undoubtedly, the first approach is static and recognizes some parts of the
nature of Iranian civilization in different aspects and in some certain phases
of time. In the second approach, Iran is a "dynamic reality" which reflects
itself in different aspects.

The Discourse of Cultural Iran and Iranian Studies
Ali-Akbar Safipoor

Iranian and foreign Iranologists have different viewpoints on Iran and have
looked at it from different aspects: Iran as a territory, Iran as a continu-
ous history and Iran as an ancient and a flourishing culture. Among these
aspects, Iranian culture and its elements such as mystics, poets, artists,
handicrafts, carpet and other arts have been less discussed. During the past
three decades, paying attention to Iran from a cultural point of view has
increased and Iranians, when comparing their culture with other cultures,
have inclined toward this aspect of Iran. The growth of the concept of cul-
tural Iran is indebted to foreign Iranologists and educated Iranians.
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Abstracts

Interview with Prof. Gherardo Gnoli, Italian Iranologist on: The Concept of
Iran and Its Political, Religious and Ethnical Foundation through the Passage
of Time as well as Iranian Studies in Europe

The concept or idea of "Iran" is the result of a long-term historical process.
Zoroastrianism, Sassanid dynasty and Iranian people had contributed to
the formation of this concept which implied political, religious and ethni-
cal dimensions. Sassanid Iranian, when creating this concept, had taken
into consideration their ancestry, their religion and their rulers and political
system. In my opinion, the concept of Iran was founded in the first half
of the 3rd century AD and probably its new content in the third decade of
the same century, formed the main pillar of Sassanid propaganda. Further-
more, the evolution of "Iran" in itself is the result of a long-term historical
process. This concept, from its conception, had an ideological and reli-
gious theme, constituted a political and cultural unit and represented a kind
of national emotion. The concept of "Iran" has protected itself against the
outsiders and has kept its continuation. The existence of Persian language
is one of the signs of continuity of concept of "Iran" or Ancient Persia and
the linkage among the people of Iranian civilization and culture from past
to present.

Various Ways and Methods for Getting Knowledge about Iran
Bahman Sarkarati
In this article, the author deals with historical context and developments in
Orientalism and in the writings of ancient, middle ages and contemporary
foreign researchers on Iran. He shows that the attractiveness as well as
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