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related to library and librarianship. For instance, mention can be made of
the resolution made at the cession 355 of the Council dated 14 September 1937
formally changing the name of the Ma’aref Public Library to National Library.
Reference can also be made to the decision adopted at the cession 366, 3rd of
May 1938.

The appointment of Mohaddes Ormavi and Adib Bojnurdi to prepare a
catalogue of Arabic manuscripts, and Mahdi Bayani for Cataloging the Persian
manuscripts of the National Library followed the resolution made at the

Council’s meeting on 22 June 1946.

Resolutions dated 3 December 1949 are also noteworthy, part of which
reads as: “It was decided that the Main Publishing Bureau be instructed that,
from then on, the Ministry of Education shall every year appropriate from its
royalty budget some funds to be expended on making microfilms and images
of the old Persian manuscripts kept in the important libraries throughout the
world, such as those in Istanbul and London. In the meantime, His Excellency

Taqizadeh recommended Mr Mojtaba Minuvi as the best qualified for the job.

An examination of the documents related to the publications in question
reveals a gap between 1949 up until 1955 indicating that either no meeting had
been convened as to the press or no document about it is presented in Qasemi’s
book.

111. In the research I conducted into the documents related to Mohaddes
Ormavi two years ago, it became apparent that the latter and his colleague
(Seyyed Hoseyn Moosavi-e Nasl known as Adib-e Bojnurdi) had catalogued
the Arabic manuscripts of the National Library and delivered the book-list to
the then authorities, but unfortunately no sign of this catalogue has come to

sight as yet.



Kerman, Shams al-Olama Abd al-Rabbabadi, Sayyed Nasrollah Taqavi, and
Mohammad-Hoseyn Forooghi (Zoka’ al-Molk Sr.), all renowned personalities

in the first half of the 14th century A.H., participated in the organization.

The publication of the Ma’aref Magazine, the establishment of the
National Library (different views existing as to its being Iran’s first national
library though), setting up the first modern schools under the auspices of
Hasan Roshdiyeh, the creation of adult classes and suchlike, were amongst
the enduring measures taken by the organization. In later years when the
Society was renamed as Showra-ye ali-e Ma’aref, several other distinguished
men joined it including Malek al-Sho’ara Bahar, Sadr al-Afazel, Firuz Mirza
Nosrat al-dowleh, Mohtasham al-Saltaneh, Mohammad Ali Forooghi, A’lam
al-Dowleh and Dehkhoda. Eventually, in 1317 Sh./1938 CE, following the
Farhangestan’s resolution, the Showra-ye ali-e Ma’aref changed its name to
Showra-ye ali-e Farhang (High Council of Education/Culture).

The present book, compiled by Seyyed Farid Qasemi, the well-known
scholar and researcher of the history of the press, besides the author’s scholarly

introduction, consists of two main parts:

The first part contains documents related to the press (periodical
publications), and the second presents a selection of documents concerning
books, librarianship, the National Library and the printing business,
spanning 41 years from 1922 to 1963.

The concluding portion of the book, prior to the comprehensive useful
indices of the book, is the reproduction of Qasemi’s two articles entitled “A
page of the history of the National Library” and “The first printing-publishing
company in Iran”, which had been published in the magazines Nashr-e Danesh

and Sorush respectively.

Considering the time span of the published documents, it should be conceded
that the book is an invaluable source for the researchers in the domain of the
press, books, libraries and publishing during the Pahlavi dynasty. The politicians
and men of cultural import mentioned in the book can be of significant help
to those investigating the lives of various personalities. Further, there can be

found some important first-hand information among the documents
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The Constitution, the 4th Majlis, the International League, political parties,
the press, Capitalization, and, finally, Islam. He recommends four cures for Iran,
which he regards as sick: Islam and Islamic practice; reform and expansion of
education; justice ministry and justice, economic growth...”

Volume Il includes selections of the Orumiyeh documents under Esfandiari’s
governorship there. With respect to their substance, these documents, belonging
to the years 1907-1910, can be grouped under the following topics:

Supporting the Orumiyeh administration for convening the Border
Commission; attempts to establish a local powerful government for stopping
atrocities and revolt of the Kurds; the interference of the Russian and Ottoman
officials in the process of dealing with religious minorities; the Ottomans’
obstructionary measures to impede the convocation of the Commission and their
endeavor to attract the Iranian subjects by granting them Ottoman citizenship;
the emphasis of the Head of the Commission on the timely payment of the
Commission members, sending military force and money to Orumiyeh (quoted
from Volume 11, Preface, p 8-9).

Documents regarding the Press
and books: Resolutions of the High
Council of Ma aref (Education /culture).
Research and selection by: Seyyed Farid
Qasemi, Tehran, Khaneh-ye Ketab,
1397 Sh. /2017, 542 pp.

The creation of the Ma’aref Society (Anjoman-e Ma’aref) in the latter
decades of the Qajar reign, is reckoned one of the significant and effective
events in the process of cultural changes in Iran. The organization was initially
a non-governmental body, but with the entry in it of some high-ranking figures
such as the Ministers of Science and Publications, the organization gradually
took a governmental trend and with this, such individuals as Ehtesham al-
Saltaneh, Yahya Dowlatabadi, Hasan Roshdiyeh, Nazem al-Atebba of



Pahlavi era. It is a study of Mohtasham al-Saltaneh’s life and efforts in
various posts and positions, such as: Head of the Iran-Ottoman Border
Commission, Ministry of Justice, Foreign Ministry, Speaker of the National
Consultative Assembly and....

This portion of the book has a story-telling make-up. In his brief examination
of Iran’s political history of the late Qajar period, the author tries to give greater
credit to Hasan Esfandiari’s role in the history and politics of Iran. In fact, it
should be admitted that this first volume is, in a sense, an account of the political
history of Iran’s governments and their grappling with internal difficulties
and external threats. The book, though merely political, makes references to
Esfandiari’s own views and activities as well.

The association between the historical events of the contemporary Iran
has shifted the author’s mind to the remote past causing him to give certain
information possibly not so connected with the main topics of the book;
however, such occasional references to topics outside of the author’s area of
investigation adds to the fascination and readability of the book.

Table of contents of Vol. 1: preface; views and ideas of Mohtasham al-
Saltaneh in his works; family, youth years and commission to Germany and
India; the Constitutional Movement, acting as Head of the Iran-Ottoman Border
Commission; the second Majlis and Justice Ministry; World War 1; Post-war
time; from coup d’état to the change of the Qajar monarchy ; Mohtasham al-
Saltaneh in the beginning of Reza Shah’s rule; social conditions during Reza
Shah’s reign; Esfandiari as Member of Parliament, as Majlis Speaker; end of
speech and end of life; family expenses and private life... ; notes and pictures....

The first printing of Mohtashami’s Causes of our misfortune and its cure
dates to 1920 and the first edition of Akhlag-e Mohtashami [Mohtashami’s
Book of Ethics] to 1930.

Volume 1l contains the reprintings of Esfandiari’s Causes of our
misfortune..., and Mohtashami’s Book of Ethics.

According to Ettehadiyeh, “Mohtasham al-Saltaneh paid little attention to
dates and life records, being more concerned about political and cultural issues
of topical interest expounded in the aforementioned books. These two books
are, indeed, complementary to each other. In The causes of misfortune...,
Mohtasham al- Saltaneh has mostly addressed Iran’s political issues of the day:
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the British political state and Browne’s Iranian friends; A year amongst the
Persians; teaching Farsi and Baha’i studies (pre-Constitution years, journey to
Cypress and Akka; Baha’is’ studies, publications and criticisms against them;
the continuation of conflicts and the Constitutional Movement; a discussion on
Sufism and Kasravi’s criticisms; the Istanbul clique (Iranian residents of Istanbul
and Browne, History of Ottoman poetry and Hoseyn Danesh and Reza Towfiq,
Browne and Hoseyn Danesh and the Constitutional Movement; Browne and
Blunt; the orientalism of Islam and the independence of the Eastern nations; the
preparations for Constitution and Browne’s interest in politics (the beginning
of Browne’s relations with Constitutionalists; Constitutionalists in Europe);
after the occupation of Tehran; the Committee of Iran after the occupation of
Tehran and the second round of Browne’s activities); Gibb Endowments; three
books (Persian Revolution, The press and poetry in Modern Iran, Letters from
Tebriz); World War years; Browne and Curzon, Literary history of Iran, final
years, appendices. Browne’s friends and students (Sheikh Hasan of Tebriz,
Isa sadiq, Zabih Behruz, Eqbal Lahori, Mirza Yahya Dowlat-abadi, Ali Akbar
Dehkhoda and...).

Mohtasham al-Saltaneh

Vol. 1: Political Life story of Hasan
Esfandiari

By:Mansureh Ettehadiye (Nezam Mafi)
697 pp. Price:

Vol, 1I: Works and thoughts of Hasan
Esfandiari

Ed. Mansureh Ettehadiye (Nezam Mafi)
232 pp.
Volume 1lI: Selections of documents

related to Orumiyye governorship of Hasan
Esfandiari,

Ed. Mansureh Ettehadiye (Nezam Mafi)and
Rogiyye Aqa Balazadeh
238 pp.

Tehran, Nashr-e Tarikh-e Iran.

The first volume represents a search in the Qajar and Pahlavi sources
intended to depict a more vivid image of Hasan Esfandiari, nicknamed
Mohtasham al-Saltaneh (1866-1945), a well-known, highly esteemed and
conservative statesman in the final years of the Qajar rule and during the



Edward Browne va Iran
By:Hasan Javadi

Tehran, Farhang-e Nashr-e Nou,
1396,2017,740 pp.

Edward Granville Browne (1862-1926) is well-known to the researchers in
the field of the Persian language and literature as well as in Iran’s contemporary
history. His Literary History of Iran; The Persian Revolution; Edward Browne’s
letters to Seyyed Hasan Taqizadeh, and Letters from Tebriz (tr.Hasan Javadi)
have always been very informative sources for the scholars. According to
Javadi, Browne spent forty years teaching and studying Persian culture and
literature as well as investigating Islamic, Persian and Turkish studies; he also
translated several important works or had some important texts published,
giving new life to Persian and Arabic scholarship. In addition to the significant
works he wrote himself, with his activities and investigations, Browne caused
an important movement in Iranology and encouraged several of his students
and colleagues to undertake to study and publish Persian works. Reynold
Nicholson was his student; and at his instance, Denison Ross, founder of the
London Institute of Eastern and African Languages, was drawn to Orientalism.
Thanks to the grant-in-aid programme set up by Browne and financed out of
his own pocket, John Arberry embarked on Oriental studies and, years later
when he launched The Cambridge History of Iran (8 volumes) in collaboration
with several other scholars, he always admitted that this great work was the
harvest of the seeds Browne had sown.

Edward Browne va Iran is the result of Dr Javadi’s years of investigation in
Browne’s unpublished documents and letters in addition to first-hand Persian
and English sources about the life, personality, thinking progression and
scholarly development of this contemporary renown Iranologist.

Table of contents of the book is as follows: Introduction; school days;
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Rishe-ha vaandishe-ha
Articles on the history and ideas of Iranians
By:Dr Ali Naqi Monzavi
Edited by: Gholam Hoseyn Sadri Afshar

Tehran, Daftar-e nashr-e mehr-e vista,
13972018, 1stimpression,471 pp,

Ali Naqgi Monzavi (1923-2019), son of Sheikh Aqa Bozorg Tehrani, one of
the contemporary scholars, textologist, bibliographer, Islamist and scholar in
mysticism, Islamic philosophy (Illuminationist philosophy and Gnocism) took
interest in translating Western books on Islam, mysticism and Iran.

The Rishe-ha va andishe-ha constitutes part of Monzavi’s published articles,
which had been published earlier in various magazines and books. They have
of late been edited and printed by the recently diseased Sadri Afshar.

The book begins with “Life and works of Dr Ali Naqi Monzavi”, written
by Nader Karimian Sardashti, presenting a thorough biography of Monzavi
together with a comprehensive list of his books, articles and translations. The
biography is followed by a list of “Articles written about Dr Monzavi”.

The selected writings presented in the Rishe-ha va andishe-ha are as
follows:

High relief and sculpture in Iran; Al-Fehres al-Vasfi, On the art of painting
in Iran; the collection of Farsi works of Taj al-Din Oshnavi; Arabic-Farsi
dictionaries; Manuscript Saqi-namehs [Cupbearer’s Books]; history of
bibliography compiling in Iran; The Karkia house in Guilan; Sufis with no
spiritual chain and some of their characteristics; A commentary on the play
‘See morgh and Seemorgh’ [thirty birds and the Seemorgh; The Life of the
Prophet or “Seerat al-Nbaviyyah”; Abgaar book of law; The great Ghazali;
Destiny and Fate in Persian literature; who were the Morji’an and what
they said?; Some of the Iranian scholars in the 3rd AH/9th century; The
interaction of philosophical thoughts in the Islamic Iran; Farabi’s Eutopia;
Ebn-e Kammuna and the book of Al-Abhas an el-Melal el-Salas; Centralism
in the formal religion of the Sasanid State; The Islamic gnocism of Iran
from the Calif Motovakkel to Moktafi; The Khamsoon; Friday and Sunday;
Observing Hafteh [the 7-day cycle] in Iran.



(.9:.&.\5/:,_, 3 s Safar-e bar gozashtani
At Bl s s pali i In the company of Naser Khosrow on the Silk
i Road, on the occasion of the anniversary of his
s birth,
ke el e By:Mohammad Reza Tavakkoli,
: Tehran, Entesharat-e Elmi va farhangi,
13972018, first impression,

Volumel,530 pp; Volume 11,536 pp.

Winner of Jalal Al-e Ahmad’s literary Award,
2014.

In the chapter “Preparing for the Journey”, the author explains his reason
for writing this book thus: “In March-April 2000, three years before setting
out on the journey, when reading Naser Khosrow’s Divan, I realized that
his next birthday would be in 383 S/1004. I told myself that in three years’
time it would be Naser Khosrow’s thousandth birthday, and that 44 years
later it would be the millennium of his journey. What if one traveled the
very road that he traversed, observing what changes have taken place during
these one thousand years; what have remained, what have disappeared and
have replaced them; what transformations the world has undergone and how
people live now. As I had no hope that I would be alive at the beginning of
the millennium of Naser Khosrow’s journey, I told myself why not travel this

road at the time of his thousandth birthday and write down my observations?”

The detailed, fascinating and immensely readable account in Safar-e bar

gozashtani is a response to this “why”.

Table of contents: preparing for journey to Iran, Turkey, Syria, Lebanon,
Saudi Arabia, Israel and Palestine; life stories of writers of books on their
travels to Mecca, Iran, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Turkmenistan, Saudi Arabia to

Iran, Kuwait, Iran....

The Safar-e bar gozashtani makes a fluent and pleasantly prosed read, free
of obfuscation, endowed with lucidity and exceedingly artistic and scholarly

style. Amongst it’s fascinating features are its unique pictures of
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Party and the National Front, the Nationalization Movement of Petroleum
Industry, and the tumultuous time of Dr Mohammd Mosaddeq’s premiership
and the toppling of the national government and...

The gist of the 3-volume collection of the Rah anjam-e Hekmat can be
summarized as follows:

1. Learning about the individual idiosyncrasies of the late Ali Asghar
Hekmat;

2. The exposition of the cultural and socio-historical aspects of Hekmat’s
mentality; or the full display of “Hekmat as historiographer”;

3. A description of how the modern Iran took shape and how she moved
from tradition to modernity.

Hafeziyeh and Godard’s poetry

Aninterpretation of the architecture of Hafiz’s
Mausoleum

Victor Daniel and Golnar Tajdar
Tehran,1395,2016,136 pp.

Explaining their motive for writing this book, the authors maintain that:
“The observation of some visible and hidden common elements between
Hafiz’e tomb and his poetry caused us to start investigating the structure of
Hafiz’s mausoleum. In the initial stages, certain resemblances between the
aspects and language of the mausoleum, on the one hand, and personalities and
mythical elements in Hafiz’s poetry drew the authors’ attention. It occurred
to them, then, that the mausoleum is an architectural copy of concepts and
poetical meanings of Hafiz’s poetry...”.

In the authors’ opinion, by comparing Hafiz’s tomb with its architectural
design created by Andre Godard, the French architect, working for the
Education Ministry, with Hafiz’s poetry, the relation between the two becomes
much clear. Table of contents of the book is as follows: preface; Hafiz’s
mausoleum and Godard’s poetry; history of the mausoleum (Notes, sources).



Rah anjam-e Hekmat
Daily memoirs of Ali Asghar Khan of Shiraz
Volume 1: As Undersecretary and Secretary
From March-April 1936 to 20 March 1939
Volume I1: His office time as Secretary
From 23 August 1940 to August 1955
Volume I11: As Secretary and Ambassador
From 21 March 1337 to 21 March 1959
Edited by: Dr. Mohammad Dabir-Siaqi
Tehran, Khojasteh Publishers, 1397,2018
Price: 150,000 Tumans.

The Rah anjam-e hekmat is a continuation of other volumes of Ali Asghar
Hekmat’s daily notes that he had in earlier years published under the titles Rah
amuz-e Hekmat, Rah aghaz-e Hekmat, and Rah avard-e Hekmat. At several places
in his memoirs, Hekmat explicitly states his reasons for writing such notes, I
reflected”, explains Hekmat, “that certain important things occur to a person that,
unless recorded, will be forgotten, and regrettably so, because such occurrences
may well prove useful to others. It is therefore, better that I record my life
diary in such a way as benefit others after me. Disregarding trivial insignificant
experiences, | decided to record the following important things which occurred
in my lifetime: Important occurrences in one’s life; scholarly, political or ethical
dialogues, matters of scientific and literary benefit; fine witticisms; historical
events concerning the state of general public; historical accounts of persons
contemporaneous with you explicitly and implicitly; good actions observed
in various persons; reporting actions taking place at the hands of this humble
man thanks to the Almighty God’s bounty; a short list of ordinary actions in
general...”. Elsewhere, the writer of the memoirs records: “Now I notice that,
being preoccupied with the important problems of education, it is a pity that I
disregard many issues of everyday life and fail to record them in black and white.
So, I was determined to start recording the incidents and happenings of my life
from the very beginning of the present year 1315 S./1936. Before Time crushes
the book of life, one must seize upon the opportunity available, otherwise: ‘we

2

will suffer immense shame for not reaping from the days of our life’....”.

The period covered by the Rah avard-e Hekmat (from 1936 to 1958)
constitutes one of the critical time intervals in the history of contemporary Iran.
The occurrence of the Second World War, the deposition of Reza Shah Pahlavi,
the accession of Mohammad Reza to the throne, the formation of the Tudeh
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Nozhatal-Akhbar,
Geography and History of Fars,
By:Mirza Jafar Haqgayeq-ne gar Khur Mouji
Edited by:Seyyes Ali Al-e Davud,

Tehran, Library of the Museum and the
Document Centre of the Islamic Consultative
Assembly, 13972018, 851 pp.

According to the editor, “The Nozhat al-Akhbar is an unknown historical and
geographical book from the Qajar period not printed before, with little information
published about it. The subject matter of this extensive book is history and
geography of Fars and the description of the notable men of this province; in fact,
it could be viewed as a Fars-nameh [Fook of Fars] that was compiled several years
before Forsat al-Dowleh’s Asar-e Ajam and Mirza Hasan-e Fasa’i’s Fars-nameh.
However, having remained unpublished, Nozhat al-Akhbar has not enjoyed the
fame of those two books...” (editor’s introduction, p. 27).

In his scholarly introduction, the editor has presented a detailed, useful and
informative life story of Haqayeq-negar: his birthplace, his ancestors, his sojourn
in Shiraz, journey to Tehran, scholarly status, children, relatives, and works. The
detailed description of Asia, Europe, Africa, Yengi Donya [USA], Ostorayshiye
[Australia], description of cities, introducing Haqayeq al-Akhbar-e Naseri,
Haqayeq al-Mosibah, Tohfat al-Mo’tamediya, A’ine-ye Mozaffari, the editing
methodology of the Nozhat al-Akhbar and so on are amongst the significant topics
dealt with in the editor’s introduction. This is followed by the text of the Nozhat
al-Akhbar , which comprises the author’s introduction, geography of Fars, history
of Fars from the advent in Iran of Islam to the Safavid times; Safavid dynasty,
Afsharids; the administration of Fars under the Zand rulers ; Fars during the Qajar
period; Qajarids; lives of the viziers, learned men and notables of Fars; accounts of
the esteemed sheikhs, mystics, poets and writers of Fars.

Among the important sections of the book are the seventh and eighth
chapters, which include the biographies of the viziers, scientists and scholars
as well as the life stories of such ministers as Mushir al-Molk-e Shirazi and
Mirza Fath Ali Saheb Divan. The most extensive part of the book (Chapter 8) is
devoted to the biographical accounts of the poets covering, in all, lives of 135
poets in alphabetical order (from Ahli of Shiraz to Homa-ye Shirazi).



Book Two: History of the Constitutional period; Sultan Ahmad Shah’s reign;
the state of Iran during the First World War; the coup d’état of the 3rd of Esfand
1299/22 February 1922;

Book Three: History of the Pahlavi Dynasty (from the coup d’état to World
War 11): Sardar Sepah, Reza Shah’s accession to the throne; World War 11;

Book Four: Iran in the 2nd World War; the accession of the Pahlavi
Mohammad Reza; the first meeting with the new monarch; the first days of my
office in the Finance Ministry; the first step towards reforms; hindrances on the
way to success; the continuation of the third chapter regarding economic reforms;
political activities of Foroughi’s cabinet; the thirteenth Majlis; the reshuffling of
Foroughi’s cabinet,... and the removal of Foroughi’s cabinet.

Volume 1I: Foreword...

Book Five: The spread of chaos in Iran; Foroughi’s successors; short
participation in Qavam’s cabinet and Qavam’s dismissal from office; Soheili’s
second cabinet; my differences with Soheili; my journey to Cairo; the continuation
of events in Soheili’s cabinet; fourteenth Majlis and...

Book Six: Iran after World War II; Iran’s position in the year 1943; the fate
of Azerbaijan; my sojourn in the United States; the 7-year Plan; Sa’ed’s second
cabinet...; the turn of the tide; dismissal of Sa’ed; Mansour’s premiership;
Razmara’s term in office; his murder...;

Volume 1lI: Preface,

Book Seven: Dr Mosaddeq’s premiership; introducing Mosaddeq to my
readers; Mosaddeq’s first cabinet; appointment and downfall of Qavam; my
conversation with Dr Mosaddeq;

Book FEight: Iran as a protectorate of America and Britain; the Shah’s return
to Iran; Zahedi’s cabinet; new petroleum pact; the establishment of the Sepand
Company and the failure of the blind, deaf and dumb prime ministers; the Shah’s
third marriage; ...

Book Nine; the emergence of the Aryamehr; the removal of Ali Amini and
the appointment of Asadollah Alam; the last government career; the Shah Abbasi
Hotel in Esfahan; Kooy-e Farahzad;. ..

Book Ten: pompous display of the Aryamehr; the Iranians brimming with
joy and merriment; the White Revolution; the Aryamehr’s socio-economic
policies...
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Yadi azruzha -yerafteh

Memoirs of Hasan Mosharraf Nafisi
(Mosharraf al-Dowleh, 3  volumes,

Edited by Mansoureh Ettehadiye (Nezam-
mafi),

Tehran,nashr-e Tarikh-eIran,1397,2018.

Yadi az ruzha-ye rafteh is an account of the

bygone days of Hasan Mosharraf Nafisi (1897-1968?), one of the cultural and
political statesmen in the Pahlavi era.

The book relates history of the contemporary Iran, with all its ups and downs,
from Sultan Ahmad Shah’s reign to the final days of the Pahlavi dynasty. In the
meantime, the author gives a detailed description of his conflicts and concerns
during his serving in executive and ministerial positions: as Head of Tehran’s
Finance Office; Court chief of the Tehran Trade ; Director of the Insurance
Company of Iran; legal consultant of the Oil Company; Finance Ministry;
Director of the seven-year plan of the Plan Organization; Director-General of the
Plan Organization and other responsibilities.

According to the compiler of these memoirs, “Nafisi explains that the reason
for writing his reminiscences was that it was against manliness to remain silent
in the face of calamities befalling him. Of course, Nafisi’s reminiscences are not
merely his personal interpretations of the events in which he played a role or
simply observed; rather his ultimate goal was to record the contemporary history
of Iran. He analyses the downward drift of Iran and is determined to understand
the reasons for her decline and to figure out what factors have hampered his
personal success in his career....” (vol. 1, p. 10).

Nafisi’s tone in dry, bitter, vividly explicit and mainly pessimistic. Rarely can
one find throughout his memoirs instances where he has described happenings
and individuals optimistically or free of pungent judgement.

The contents of The Yadi az ruzha-ye rafteh are as follows:
Volume 1: Introduction, final word, notes of the Introduction, Foreword;

Book One: After seven years, the 2nd introduction to his reminiscences;
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Farhang-e asar, Persian-Islami

Introducing the written works from early
ages to the present time

Under the editorial board: Seyyed Ali Al-e
Davud and Ahmad Sami’i Guilani

Fourth Volume: Divan-e Atash-e Esfahani
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This is the fourth in a series of the precious multi-volume collection of
Farhang-e asar.

Volumes 1, 11, and 11l containing the entries on ab-e zendegi to divar were
published in the course of 2007-2011.

Volume 1V includes 650 entries authored by a number of experts and
encyclopedia writers in the fields of literature, gnocism, history, etc. and on
such subjects as mystical matters, literary sources, collections of poetry, the
press, fiction, Sufism and mysticism, books from the Qajar period, modern
Persian poetry, ancient Persian texts, sources on Islamic learning, collections of
Arabic poetry, theological and philosophical texts, travel books of both Iranians
and foreigners and some other areas that have been written and published.

The editor-in-chief and the editorial board of the Farhang-e asar have
endeavored to present the articles in a coherent manner and fine language by
editing their structure and language. The articles in this volume are generally
profound and full of substantial information for researchers, such that one can
hope that scholars would no longer need to arduously delve in scattered and,
sometimes, remotely out of their reach. In terms of contents, this volume addresses
more than 200 topics on collections (Divans) of Persian as well as Arabic poetry
painstakingly written by their authors: Divans most probably not dealt with so
thoroughly and comprehensively in other literary histories of Persia.
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of trades) or Shahraashoobor Shahrangiz(literally, town-disturber). The
creation of such works, highly valuable with respect to their comprising
some idioms and the special terminology of every craft and occupation and
familiarity with various trades and jobs, dwindled in the Qajar period and

fewer poets cared to write such poems.

One of the unpublished Shahraashoobs from the Qajar time is the
Majma’ al-asnaaf composed by Mirza Abbas Bakhtyari, with the nom de
plum*“Khorram”, the full text of which is printed in this article.

Keywords: Shahraashoob; Majma’ al-asnaaf; occupations and trades during
the Qajar period.

* ok %

Several letters by Aaref-e Qazvini
Ja’farShoja’ Keyhani

Late in life, Aaref of Qazvin (18891933-), when infirm and sick, travelled
to Hamadan hopeful of protection from Mirza Mahdi Badi’ al-Hokama’
Hamadani (d. 1958). From those days, seven letters from Aaref addressed to
Badi’ al-Hokama’ have reached us six of which have not been published yet.
In this article, following an introduction explaining the importance of these
letters and their subjects, the texts of the letters together with a few images of

Aaref’s handwriting are printed.

Keywords: Aaref-e Qazvini; Mahdi Khan Badi’ al-Hokama’ of Hamadan;

correspondence.



concerning these texts, a range of issues have been investigated, including
the question of books transcribed, reasons for this transcription, authors
of these books, various places in the Rab’-Rashidi, namely the Khaneqah,
the school and hospital there where these texts were copied, as well as the
geographical origin of the copyists, and the honorific titles used for Khwaja
Rashid al-Din Fazlollah.

Keywords: Khwaja Rashid al-Din FazlollahHamadani, Rab’-e Rashidi;
copying in the Ilkhanid period.

* k%

A newly-found manuscript of the
Shahnameh in the National Library

Abu al-FazlKhatibi

A copy of the Shahnameh has recently been added to the National Library’s
collection, the transcription date of which goes as far back in time as the
81/14" century (40001 %). This manuscript together with the Sa’dlu MS in
the library of the Great Islamic Encyclopaedia represent the oldest existing

manuscripts of the Shahnameh in Iran.

This article examines four aspects of the manuscript: its outward physical state,
its affinity with other copies of the Shahnameh, recordings, pronunciations

and handwriting.

Keywords: Manuscripts of the Shahnameh, National Library of Iran.

* ok %

Trades and occupations during the Qajar time
Seyyed Ali Aledavoud

A kind of poetry that gained remarkable currency, especially, in the Safavid
era was concerned with different jobs and trades. The composers of such

poetryoften called their collection of poems Majma’ al-asnaaf(a collection
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theDaqa’iq al-“A8“ar (Bodelian Library Ms. Elliott 37, ff. 233r — 234v, and
236r) together with those of four other disputations (munazarat), were edited
and published by Professor Khaleghi-Motlagh in 1979. Dr. FiruzaAbdullaeva
has also published a study and an English translation of this poem in 2009.
The present paper suggests several alternative readings and corrections to
Professor Khaleghi-Motlagh’s edition and also argues that if this poem can
actually be attributed to the famous Asadi of Tis, thenAsadi, whom some
authorities have claimed belonged to the Shiite sect of Islam, could not have
been a Shiite. This is because in one of the verses of the poem he implies
that the father of Imam°Ali ibn AbiTalib had not converted to Islam, and was
condemned to punishment in hell. This position is strongly rejected by Shiite
theologians. Therefore, if the attribution of this disputatious poem between
an Arab and a Persian to Asadi of Tus is accurate, then Asadi could not have

been a Shiite.

Keywords: Abu Mansur Ali Ibn-e Ahmad Asadi of Tus; literary debate; 11
-century poems; the Arab-Ajam debate.

* k%

Books scribed at the Rab’-e Rashidi
(Rashidi tomb complex)

Seyyed Mohammad Hoseyn Hakim

The most well-known manuscripts belonging to the Rab -e Rashidi are those
copied and illuminated, atKhwajaRashin al-Din FazlollahHamadani (1250-
1318)’s instruction, from his own works. In addition to these manuscripts,
however, other manuscript books have remained to this day, about which no
adequate study has been made. These manuscripts include books transcribed
by scholars stationed atthe Rab -e Rashidi and Sufi cloisters, or physicians of
the hospital and students of the Rab -e Rashidi’s school there as required by
their needs and personal condition. They demonstrate the type of activities

and scholarly atmosphere at the Rab -e Rashidi.

In the present article, 11 texts of such manuscripts are addressed. Then,



Abstract

References to Roos and Roosiyeh (Russia)in the
sources of early Hijra centuries

Ali Bahramian

Relationship between Russians and Muslims has a history of nearly twelve
centuries. At least, from the latter half of the 229/ 9 century, especially through
commercial activities, Muslim merchants had acquired some acquaintance
with Russians and their country. Amongst the early geographers, such
individuals as Estakhri, Ibn-e Khordadbeh, Ibn-e Rosteh and Masoudi have

mentioned Roos in their books,at times providingsome important information.

The most interesting part of all this information can be found in Ibn-e Fazlan’s
travelogue. Having set out, in 309 AH/921 CE, on a journey to northern parts
of the Islamic territories and the Volga region in the company of a delegation
from Baghdad, he prepared an accurate account of his observations including
a description of the ritual cremationof human corpses and the burning of

theirwaiting maids.

Keywords: Iran; Russia; Iran-Russia relations in the early Hijra centuries.

* % %

On the Arab-Ajam literary debate
(Monazereh), and Asadi of Tus

Mahmood Omid-Salar

This is a study of a debate (munazara) between a Persian and an Arab, that
is attributed to Asadi of Tis, namely, the author of the Gar$aspNama. The

text of this poem, which is preserved solely in a unique manuscript, entitled
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