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(Eternal Radiance) aims to acquaint young and educated readers with the life and
conduct of the Prophet of Islam. Originally serialized in the journal Maktab-e Islam
and later published independently, the work is noted for its clear style and reliance on
authoritative sources. The author’s primary objective was to construct a sound historical
analysis of the Prophet Muhammad’s life grounded in primary source material, explicitly
correlating this evidence with Shi'i historical accounts to avoid legendary or superstitious
narratives. This article critically examines the author’s research methodology and his
application of sources within the historiography of early Islam.

Book Review Sessions
Introductions, and Commemorations of Scholars
and Cultural Figures

Khanbaba Moshar, the Father of Modern Iranian Bibliography (The

fortieth session in “One Hundred Enduring Books of the

Century” series)
The fortieth session in the One Hundred Best Books of the Century series, convened
by the National Library of Iran, brought together a notable assembly of cultural figures,
leading experts, and distinguished bibliographers. The session focused on the late
Khanbaba Moshar, widely recognized as the father of modern Iranian bibliography.
Presentations by Dr. Sadeqzadeh Vaygan, Majid Jaliseh, and Hojjat al-Islam Abolfazl
Hafezian Baboli examined his indispensable work, A Bibliography of Printed Persian
Books, which has been selected as one of the century’s best publications. The lectures
highlighted the foundational role of this bibliography within Iranian scholarship.
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Narrating Anglo-lranian Political Relations: The Historical Account

of Mahmoud Mahmoud / Hamed Iranshahi
This article provides a brief introduction to Mahmoud Mahmoud’s eight-volume work,
The History of Anglo-Iranian Political Relations in the Nineteenth Century, considered
a landmark study in Iranian foreign relations. Composed during the final years of the
Second World War, this significant research aimed to furnish Iranian political actors
and academics with a detailed and analytical understanding of the political history of
Iran and Great Britain.

Islamic Studies

A Review of The Life of Fatemah Zahra (pbuh) / Ali Bahramian

Zendegi-ye Fatemah Zahra (pbuh) stands as a seminal Persian-language
scholarly biography of Fatemah and forms part of the late Shahidi’s influential series
on Islamic history and early religious leadership. Characteristic of his methodology,
this work relies upon a critical examination of early narratives and classical sources.
It is distinguished by a fluent prose style that integrates Qur’anic verses, hadiths,
sayings of eminent figures, poetry, and proverbs. A further hallmark is the author’s
technique of posing successive questions to the reader concerning complex historical
issues where definitive judgment is problematic. This article provides a concise
introduction to the book, analyzing its authorial style and principal contributions.

Source-Based Methodology in Ayatollah Jafar Sobhani’s in

Forugh-e Abadiyyat / Ehsan Bahramlou
Composed over a period of twelve years, Ayatollah Sobhani’s Forugh-e Abadiyyat
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It is regarded as a foundational text, adopting a fine approach, for interpreting Hafez’s
poetry, which offers a rigorous analysis of its central concepts and fundamental
symbolic structures. lts publication marks a significant methodological shift in
contemporary Hafez scholarship. Due to the author’s pioneering approach and the
fundamental questions it raises, this work remains an indispensable resource for
academic engagement with Hafez. The present article provides a concise overview of
the book’s thematic concerns and its principal scholarly contribution.

Instigation and Resistance: A Study in Injustice / Mohammad-

Hossein Saket
Employing fluent, elegant, and at times poetic prose, the author examines the
central section of Dr. Zia Movahhed’s Khab-e Ashofte-ye Naft (The Troubled
Dream of Qil), which focuses on Dr. Mohammad Mossadegh and Iran’s National
Movement. The author argues that this work offers a critical analysis of the historical
context and consequences of a pivotal national events—the nationalization of
the oil industry—and provides insights into the role of its principal leader, Dr.
Mohammad Mossadegh.

Politics and Economy of the Safavid Era: An Introductory Review /
Goudarz Rashtiani
This article presents a critical assessment of Bastani Parizi, Politics and Economy
of the Safavid Era, a useful yet understudied work within Safavid historiography. It
seeks to situate this text within the broader canon of Safavid Studies and evaluate its
scholarly contribution to the field.
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Editorial

Interconnection between Iranian Studies and Islamic Studies

In this editorial, the editor-in-chief underscores the dialectical relationship and
intrinsic interconnection between Iranian Studies and Islamic Studies, challenging
the fallacy of construing these disciplines as a rigidly binary opposition. The editorial
concludes by outlining the Journal’'s new Series: adopting a book-centered approach
dedicated to critical review and introduction of pertinent scholarship—published
both domestically and internationally—within these fields. This mandate will be
supplemented by scholarly reports on selected conferences and commemorative
events. “The present issue features a selection of articles originally compiled as a
catalog for attendees of the “One Hundred Enduring Books of the Century” lecture
series. Organized by the Office of the President of the National Library and Archives
of Iran, this series brings together distinguished scholars to introduce and discuss
notable works published over the past century. Fortunately, the program has been
warmly received within the cultural community. A brief report on the lectures has been
made available through the organization’s website, and a detailed account of one of
these lecture series is presented in this issue for the benefit of our readers.”

Iranian Studies

An Introduction to Hafez Studies / Mehdi Rahimpour
Maktab-e Hafez: An Introduction to Hafez Studies by Manouchehr Mortazavi
is a seminal work widely recognized among scholars and lovers of Persian literature.
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