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A Well-Documented and Rational Portrait of the Life of the Prophet of

Islam in Sirat Rasul Allah by Abbas Zaryab Khoei (The Forty-Second

session in “One Hundred Enduring Books of the Century” series)
Biographical writing on the Prophet of Islam (sira writing) represents one of the oldest
branches of Islamic historiography. In Persian, numerous works have been produced
in this field; however, many are either translations of early sources or have been
compiled using a narrative, non-critical approach. Within this corpus, Sirat Rasul
Allah (The Life of the Messenger of God), authored by Abbas Zaryab Khoei, occupies
a distinguished position. This is because the author—one of the most eminent
contemporary historians of Iran—approaches the reconstruction of the Prophet’s life
with scholarly rigor and historical methodology.

The work is, in effect, a continuation of the critical historiography tradition in
contemporary Iran, which has been shaped by modern methods of historical research.

The book, Sirat Rasul Allah, is systematically and chronologically organized,
examining the various stages of the Prophet Muhammad’s life within the historical and
social context of the Jahiliyya (pre-Islamic) era and early Islam.

The prose of the book exemplifies the hallmarks of contemporary Persian
academic writing: precise, well-documented, yet accessible to the non-specialist
reader. This stylistic quality has ensured the book’s readership both within academic
circles and among those with a general interest in Islamic history.

In light of the unique features outlined above, the National Library and Archives
of Iran dedicated its forty-second session in the One Hundred Enduring Books lecture
series to presenting and discussing the distinctive qualities of this work, with the
participation of Dr. Seyyed Sadegh Sajjadi and Professor Ali Bahramian.
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IslamicStudies

Phenomenological Analysis of Hijab with Emphasis on the Work

“Mas'aleh-ye Hejab” by Morteza Motahhari / Shahnaz

Shayanfar
This article introduces the principal themes and distinguishing features of The Question
of the Veil. It argues that the work examines issues related to women and veiling
from multiple perspectives, incorporating ontological, Qur’anic, and jurisprudential
analysis. Furthermore, it engages systematically with the critical views of opposing
schools of thought.

Intellect Freed from the Despotism of “or” in Professor Dinani’s

View/ Abdollah Salavati
In Majaray-e Fekr-e Falsafi (The Story of Philosophical Thought), Dr. Dinani traces
the turbulent historical trajectory of philosophical thought in the Islamic world—a path
marked by engagement with numerous opposing and supporting factions and severe
intellectual crises. He demonstrates that the pursuit of philosophy and rational inquiry
is inherently fraught with obstacles, fluctuations, and risks, arguing that philosophical
problems are not merely abstract discussions but are deeply entangled with existential
experience. This article introduces the themes of the work from a novel perspective.

Book Review Sessions

Introductions, and Commemorations of Scholars and Cultural Figures
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of Historical Documents and discusses its methodological importance. The author
maintains that, despite having been published over fifty years, the work retains its
scholarly value and utility. Furthermore, it is argued that no subsequent Persian-
language publication has yet matched its comprehensive scope and methodological
rigor in the field of documentary analysis.

Ketab-e Mostatab-e Ashpazi: From Garlic to Onion, A Brief

Examination / Mahour Zahraie
Ketab-e Mostatab-e Ashpazi: From Garlic to Onion, authored by Najaf Daryabandari
in collaboration with his wife, Fahimeh Rastkar, is a compendium featuring hundreds
of recipes drawn from diverse culinary cultures. Transcending a mere cookbook, it
functions as an encyclopedic reference, addressing topics ranging from the history
of cuisine and ingredients to cooking utensils, the kitchen environment, and the
“adventurous gourmet.” The author introduces this unparalleled work through fluent
and engaging analysis, discussing its distinctive features and cultural significance.

The Persian Encyclopedia: A Monumental Scholarly Achievement /

Nourollah Moradi
Dr. Mosahab’s The Persian Encyclopedia represents the first systematic encyclopedia
in the Persian language, compiled in accordance with established scholarly principles
and rigorous editorial standards. As such, it constitutes a watershed moment in Iranian
encyclopedic writing, establishing a model for subsequent endeavors. The present
article examines the historical context of its compilation, alongside an analysis of its
strengths and limitations.
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Editorial

Iranian-Islamic Culture and Civilization

In this editorial, the editor-in-chief underscores the dialectical relationship and
intrinsic interconnection between Iranian Studies and Islamic Studies, challenging
the fallacy of construing these disciplines as a rigidly binary opposition. The editorial
concludes by outlining the Journal’s new Series: adopting a book-centered approach
dedicated to critical review and introduction of pertinent scholarship—published
both domestically and internationally—within these fields. This mandate will be
supplemented by scholarly reports on selected conferences and commemorative
events. “The present issue features a selection of articles originally compiled as a
catalog for attendees of the “One Hundred Enduring Books of the Century” lecture
series. Organized by the Office of the President of the National Library and Archives
of Iran, this series brings together distinguished scholars to introduce and discuss
notable works published over the past century. Fortunately, the program has been
warmly received within the cultural community. A brief report on the lectures has
been made available through the organization’s website, and a detailed account of
one of these lecture series is presented in this issue for the benefit of our readers.”

Iranian Studies
The Study of Historical Documents: An Introduction and

Methodological Significance / Mohammad-Kazem Rahmati
This short article introduces the principal themes of An Introduction to the Study
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