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1. Center For Iranian
Studies , Columbia Uni-
versity
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Que pouvons-nous penser du
Prophéte Muhammad ? C'est
un homme qui a vécu de 570
jusqu'en 632. I1 a été un homme
religieux, convaincu, il avait ren-
contré le monothéisme dans sa vie
a la Mecque et il avait cette force
spirituelle d'étre militant dans
sa foi monothéiste et de passer
du temps a prier. Il faisait des
retraites, il a certainement eu un
certain nombre de révélations de
Dieu comme peuvent en avoir la
plupart de ceux qui vivent des ex-
périences spirituelles et il a eu le
courage d'en vivre et d'annoncer
cette révélation de la foi monothé-
iste dans un pays polythéiste. En
cela je pense que c'est quelqu'un
d'admirable dans ce qu'il a fait et
qu'on peut tout a fait dire qu'il a
recu des révélations de la part de
Dieu et qu'il a été prophéte en ce
sens qu'il a fait partager ces révé-
lations au péril de sa vie. Il a été
plusieurs fois menacé de mort,
lapidé et il a di s'exiler 2 Médine.
Je pense qu'a partir du moment
ou il est allé a Médine, le seul
moyen pour lui de développer
I'Islam dans le contexte tribal de
son époque c'était de combattre
les autres tribus. Ensuite, il a
donc été un chef militaire plutét
qu'un chef religieux, méme si,
pour lui, les deux étaient liés.

t, si un vient
me voir et me demande "es-tu prét
itre que Muh d est

ar

prophéte 2" Si je ne le connais pas,
a priori, je lui dirai non. Pourquoi
? Parce que si je dis oui, étant
donné que je reconnais qu'il n'y a
qu'un seul Dieu et que je reconnais
que Muhammad est son prophéte,
je suis musulman. Par contre si
j'ai affaire a2 un groupe réel de
dialogue avec des musulmans
que je is depuis 1 I
avec lesquels on a travaillé, je
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e
pourrai leur dire "oui, je crois que
Muhammad était prophéte dans
ce qu'il a fait et dans ce qu'il a vécu.
Mais le terme est piégé. Quand
on parle, il faut non seulement se
demander ce qu'on va dire mais
quel est I'écho que cela va avoir
dans d'autres cultures.
Conférence sur I'Islam - Pére
Henri de la Hougue, Germinal n°
122, mai 2001, Site de la Paroisse
Saint Germain I'Auxerrois (92)
3. Groupe de Recherches
Islamo-Chrétien (GRIC)
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1. Le Séminaire de Saint
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2. Assistant and support for establishing and developing Islamic
schools;

3. Training and controlling Imams and teachers of Islamic sciences;
4. Strengthening and developing Islamic studies in universities.

Awards for Islamic Studies in the World

Fateme Amirkhani

These awards have been created in four last decades and have been
increased in the past decade and are recognized among islamologists
as well as centers and institutions on Islamic studies throughout the
world. The awards ceremonies are followed seriously by scholars on
Islamic studies. Awards for Islamic Studies are given for granting
service to Islam and Muslims and belong to best books or studies
in the field of Islamic studies or to individuals or organizations that
have rendered valuable services or activities to Islam and Muslims.
At present, there are five awards for Islamic Studies in the world,
which by order of importance and credibility, are: Faisal Internation-
al Prize; Tunisia International Prize for Islamic Studies; Hollberg
Prize; Islamic Studies Prize in the Commemoration of Cedric Go-
dard; Ingrid Semaan Prize; the Prize of the Government of the State
of Kuwait for Islamic studies in North America; and Mahmoud Dar-
wish award for the Best written works on Islamic and Arabic studies.




searchers on Islamic world. In this paper, the author makes a surveydm
on activities in the field of Islamic studies in Leiden University and

Brill Publishers. By doing so, he has shown their impact and influ-
ence on the process of Islamic studies in the world.

The History of Islamic Studies in the West

Abbas Ahmadvand

This paper is the translation of a part of “Islamic Studies” entry in
Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World in which the his-
tory of Islamic studies in the West is discussed. Although some parts
of this entry include some mistakes, it contains valuable points.

A Report on the Conference of Islamic Studies in Southeast Asia

Tahmores Nyacan

The meta-analysis of published subjects in Iranian journals, espe-
cially those with religious and Islamic approach, shows that the lit-
erature and activities on Islamic studies in Southeast Asian countries
(Thailand, the Philippines, Brunei, Vietnam, Malaysia and Indone-
sia) are not so important and few have shown interest in education,
research, books and papers on Islam and Muslims. The density of
this negligence is so deep that most of Iranian writers and Islam-
ic researchers in our universities and seminaries do not have any
knowledge about academic centers and institutions, Islamic journals
and well-known scholars of Southeast Asian countries. A report of
2008 Conference of “Islamic Studies in ASEAN Region; History,
Approaches and Future Trends” is provided for the readers so that
they would have more knowledge about subjects and priorities of
academic centers for Islamic studies and professors of this academic
field in Southeast Asia.

Islamic Studies in Belgium

Mohammad Reza Rafi’i

The policy of government of Belgium with regard to Islam and Mus-
lims has been declared as Intercultural dialogue. The government of
Belgium has embarked on some measures in four fields:

1. Islamic education in schools;
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Islamic and Shia Studies in Japan

Reza Mirzaei

The present paper deals with formation, development and continua-
tion of Islamic studies in Japan as well as Shia studies after Islamic
Revolution of Iran. Studies show that the number of researchers who
specially focus on Shiism is not big and among them two figures,
Shigeru Kamada and Akiro Matsumoto are most prominent schol-
ars. In this paper, the author presents a relatively complete list of
Japanese books and writers on Islam and Shiism. In a part of this
article, it is pointed that in the last three decades, especially after
27/11 and the rise of Taliban in Afghanistan, Japanese scholars have
paid more attention to Islamic and Shia studies and they have studies
more various subjects in this regard.

Reflecting on Henry de Lehug’s Methodology of Islamic Studies

Saeed Jazari

It is nearly one century that Islamic studies has penetrated from the
circle of researchers and professors in western universities to Catho-
lic Church and then to the Christian world and Christian thinkers.
Henry de Lehug, as an Islamologist and a leading catholic scholar,
has stepped in the field of comparative Islamic studies with a differ-
ent approach and methodology different from those of other French
scholars. In his academic and research efforts, Lehug has endeav-
ored, unlike the trend in the Catholic church, to put emphasis on the
source and origin of revelation. His efforts are of great importance
in the domain of Islamic studies among Christians and will pave the
ground for other ways of recognition Islam and Muslims, among
Christian scholars who have a proximity and interactive approach to
Abrahamic religions.

Islamic Research and Publication in Leiden University and Brill Publishers
Amir Vahman

Leiden is a relative small city located in 15 kilometers from The
Hague in Netherlands. This city has long been host to the publica-
tion of a number of important encyclopedias in the world. Leiden
University and Brill Publishers along with significant orientalists
and Islamologists in Leiden University as well as the correction and
publication of Islamic books by Brill has attracted the attention of re-




the last two decades and new emendations of this literary work have%
been published. In this regard, “The Center for Shahnameh” has been

established in Cambridge University with the efforts of Prof. Charles
Melville. The center has published valuable works on Shahnameh.
Different versions of Shahnameh are also collected by this center,
which are made accessible to researchers in its website. The present
article introduces this center, website and activities as well as its im-
portance in the development and spread of research on Shahnameh.

Iranian Studies Over time; Laurence Lockhart: from Photography of Cities
to Academic Historiography of Iran

Muhammad Hosein Ahmadi

Laurence Lockhart, British Iranologist, photographer, historian and
researcher was born in 1290 in London. While studying in Cambridge
University, under the influence of Edward Brown, he got interested
in Iranian studies and hence, from 1924, he travelled to Iran regularly
for 30 years. He worked in Anglo-Iranian Oil Company for 26 years
and during these years took many photos from different parts of Iran.
Some of works of Lockhart, who wrote on Iranian history in Cam-
bridge University, are: “Cities of Iran”’; “Nader Shah; and “Causes of
the Overthrow of the Safavid Dynasty”. This article presents abstracts
of his books on Iran as well as his views about the situation of Iran and
Persian Gulf in the second half of the 18th century.

Unique Characteristics, content and Aspects of Quran and Its Difference with
the Old Testament and the Bible: Interview with Ms. Prof. Angelika Neuwirth

Sufism and Philosophy as Viewed by Mulla Sadra

Karl V. Ernst

Mulla Sadra (1570-1640) was the most prominent philosopher in the
Safavid Era, while Ruzbahan Baghli (d. 1209) was one of the great
Gnostics before Mongol Era. Each of them had a specific view about
the Truth. Although Mulla Sadra had recourse to mystical insights, he
had a critical view on institutional Sufism and regarded philosophi-
cal wisdom as final criterion. However, Ruzbahan considered mysti-
cal knowledge as a divine gift which doesn’t depend on any human
action. In this article, the author examines Mulla Sadra’s thoughts
and views and compares them with those of Ruzbahan Baghli.
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Iranian Studies in the Universities of USA

Zahra Sobhani

Iranian studies came to being first in European countries in the frame-
work of Oriental studies in which Orientalists started working on
archaeology and historical linguistics of Iran. With the development
of Oriental studies, other subjects such as Iran’s history and Iranian
religions were added to the sphere of Orientalists’ studies. In the
first half of the 20th century, some subjects including Islamic stud-
ies, Iranian studies, Egyptian studies and Chinese studies and many
other subjects were separated from Oriental studies and formed an
independent area of research. With the separation of Iranian studies
from Oriental studies, the science of Iranian studies spread in Europe
and extended to USA. Today, many chairs or departments of Iranian
studies are established in at least 20 American universities and hun-
dreds of professors and students are teaching and studying in the
sphere of Iranian studies.

Representation of a Valuable Historical Book: A Historical Account of British
Trade in Caspian Sea

Koel Kohen

This article gives an introduction to a book belonging to a British
trader and writer in Qajar period. The book describes political, social
and trade situation in the Caspian Sea.

Persian Language, Iranologists and Dr. Seyyed Jafar Shahidi

Abbas Keymanesh

Dr. Seyyed Jafar Shahidi was one of the distinguished professors
of Persian language and literature in the University of Tehran. He
taught many Iranologists and professors of Persian language and lit-
erature studying in this university. He had a great role in the develop-
ment and teaching of Persian language and literature and Iranologist
in Iran and other countries. The author of this article, who has been
his student, describes Dr. Shahidi’s activities in the field of Persian
literature and Iranian studies.

“Shahnameh Center” and Research on Shahnameh in Cambridge University
Ehsan Ehsani
Research and Paying attention to Shahnameh has increased during




A Wirtting: Linkage of two Cultures:Translation of the Book Persian Litera-%

ture: From Jami’s Era to Our Time by Basam Ali Rababa’e

Mohammad Reza Movahhedi - Mahdi Mogaddasinia

The translation of Dr. Mohammad Reza Sahfi’l Kadkani’s book Per-
sian Literature: From Jami Era to Our Time into Arabic has been
widely held among writers and intellectuals of Arab world. A num-
ber of writers and professors of Arab language and literature have
introduced this book and its importance for acquaintance with Irani-
ans’ culture and mind.

Tehran in Naseri Era as Viewed by Lord Karzan

Khosro Khansari

Lord George Nathaniel Curzon was one of the well-known politi-
cians and figures in the first two decades of the 20th Century in Brit-
ain. He, who was the British ambassador to Iran in the late Qajar
period, wrote a book on Iran titled Persia and the Persian Question in
which he gave an image of political, social and cultural status of Iran
during that period. This article examines Lord Curzon’s approach to
the city of Tehran and its buildings, jobs, customs, neighborhoods
and districts.

Iranian Studies in the Arab World

Seyyed Mustafa Matba’echi Isfahani

This article deals with the writings of Arab scholars in Arab coun-
tries in the second half of the 20th century and the first decade of the
third millennium. The author shows that a large amount of published
writings on Iran have no academic and research value and are writ-
ten only by political motivations. The most important subjects taken
into consideration by Arab writers are: Iran-Us relations; Persian lit-
erature; Iranian contemporary history; Khuzestan; the three Iranian
Islands of Abu Musa and the Greater and Lesser Tunbs, Iran during
Seljuq period and ... In the final part of the article, the author lists a
considerable number of books and articles published in Arab coun-
tries.
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Iranian Studies and Persian Language and Literature in the Universi-
ties of Turkey: An Interview with Prof. Nimet Yildrim, Ataturk Uni-
versity; Translator of Ferdosi’s Shahnameh

Within Iraj Afshar’s World of Iranian Studies

Charles Henry De Fouchécour

This essay deals with life, personality and works of distinguished
Iranian bibliographer, Iranologist and historian, Iraj Afshar. He was
a teacher and guide for introducing and publishing of abstracts of
experts’ articles on Iran. He was a lover of history and re-published
the great historical works on the basis of the best and the most au-
thentic existing manuscripts. He wrote short articles, which were at
the same time very productive and informative, in various journals
about Iran and its history and culture.

Shah Islam Shah Muhammadov and the Translation of Khayyam’s Qua-
trains into Uzbeki

Abdulkarim Shar’i Jozjani

Prof. Jorjani is a friend of the translator of Khayyam’s Quatrains into
Uzbeki. In this article, he gives a short description of academic life
and writings of Shah Islam Shah Muhammadov, Orientalist, [ranolo-
gist, poet and accomplished translator of great works of oriental lit-
erature into Uzbeki. Jorjani also gives a detailed account of Muham-
madov’s style of translation as well as his academic accuracy.
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